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ON THE night of January 18 twelve West Indians died in a fire in New 
Cross, London and one of those badly injured has since died. There is a 
firm conviction amongst black and anti-racist organisations that the fire 
was deliberately started by a racist arsonist. It is not difficult to see why 
there is such a strong belief that this is the case in view of the increase in 
racist violence and the Birmingham arms cache trial in which British 
Movement and National Front members were involved. The article on 
page 16 is a reflection of the deep anger this tragedy has aroused. 

So far the police say that their enquiries have not led them to any firm 
conclusions, but it would be interesting to see what the fire brigade report 
shows following their investigation of the premises. What is clear is that 
whether this fire was started by accident or design, unless something 
drastic is done by the government and police to combat racist violence, it 
is likely that this type of tragedy could occur in circumstances that will 
leave no doubt to its source. 

There have been warning signs over the past few years that attacks of 
this nature could take place. Apart from the arms cache trial, a number of 
fascists have been jailed for manufacturing explosive and incendiary 
devices, and possessing lists of targets, mainly amongst the black com- 
munity. 

The Home Secretary’s enquiry into racial violence, if yet another is real- 
ly necessary, is to be confined to what is in effect a consultation with the 
police, but that is surely a normal and regular procedure anyhow which 
seems to have had little effect. Unless it is more wide ranging and takes in- 
to consideration the question of tougher legislation against racist ac- 
tivities, it is difficult to see a significant improvement in the situation. 
Anyway, when seen in relation to the racist immigration laws and propos- 
ed Nationality Bill, it can only be regarded as an empty-handed gesture. 
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HASELER JOINS 
THE GANG 


In the general media furore that has greeted the foundation of the Council for Social Democracy, little attention 
has been paid to the presence, in the list of supporters published on 5 February in the Guardian, of three 
representatives of the Social Democratic Alliance, the group proscribed by the Labour Party last December after 
it announced its intention to put up candidates against left-wing Labour MPs at the next election. SDA represen- 
tatives on the CDS’s list were the new President Lord George-Brown, Douglas Eden and Stephen Haseler. The 
last-named is perhaps the most interesting, because of his close involvement, over the last four years, with an 
ultra-Conservative American think-tank which has been associated directly with the Reagan Campaign. 


The Heritage Foundation was founded in 
1974 by Paul Weyrich, a leading activist of 
the so-called New Right, particularly 
associated with the fundamentalist, sexually 
conservative ‘‘Moral Majority’’. Weyrich 
founded Heritage with the financial 
assistance of Joseph Coors, a wealthy Col- 
orado brewer who has given an average an- 
nual contribution of $200,000 to the Foun- 
dation. Coors admitted to a Senate Com- 
mittee in 1975 that he had also contributed 
$6,000 to the John Birch Society. Weyrich 
has been less involved with the Foundation 
over recent years, but it has not lost its 
other connections with the hard Right: last 
year, New Right Senator Jake Garn sent 
out a letter fundraising for the Heritage 
Foundation; Garn addressed a conference 
of the increasingly anti-Semitic World Anti- 
Communist League in 1978, and has given 
an ‘‘exclusive’’ interview to the John Birch 
Society’s weekly journal. And Larry 
McDonald, one of the John Birch Society’s 
two congressmen, is a member of the 
Heritage Foundation’s speakers bureau. 

Its programme bears little relationship 
with the ‘‘values, principles and policies of 
social democracy’’ outlined in the CSD’s 
‘‘Limehouse Declaration’’, still less to the 
1979 Labour Manifesto to which Owen, 
Rodgers and Williams still pledge 
allegiance. Haseler’s Party would be 
‘‘populist’’? and ‘‘majoritarian’’ and 
although ‘“‘left of centre’? on economic 
issues (despite the failure of ‘‘Social 
Democratic welfare Keynesianism’’), the 
new party would ‘‘right of centre (more so 
than the present Conservative Party) on 
social, moral, international issues and in 
ideological posture’’. 

So how can Haseler sign the Limehouse 
Declaration? The Declaration wants ‘‘to 
create an open, classless and more equal 
society, one which rejects ugly prejudices 
based upon sex, race or religion’’. Haseler 
feels that ‘‘minorities are becoming over- 
assertive and over-weening’’, and applies 
this statement ‘‘to immigrant groups (par- 
ticularly to their articulate leaders), to ‘gay 
liberation’ organisations, to political ex- 
tremists and other minority interests which 
are seen to threaten the identity and tradi- 
tions of the general community’’. The 
Declaration states its ‘‘commitment to 
Parliamentary Government’’; Haseler 


wants to institute ‘‘the popular initiative’’ 
of plebiscites ‘‘to be held on any question 
attracting over a certain number of 
signatures’’. 

The Declaration’s authors ‘‘want Britain 
to play a full and constructive role within 
the framework of the European Communi- 
ty, NATO, the United Nations and the 
Commonwealth’’. For Haseler, ‘‘the 
foreign policy of the party of the real ma- 
jority would be less ‘internationalist’ than 
that of the political elites . . . It would be 
much more sceptical about the benefits 
derived from membership of the EEC; it 
would not fully understand the proclaimed 
‘special’ nature of Britain’s relations with 
most of the present Commonwealth 
regimes; it would consider the United Na- 
tions to be, in the words of Senator 
Moynihan, a ‘Theatre of the Absurd’.’’ 

Despite — or perhaps because of — its 
murky connections, the Foundation has 
been acknowledged as an important con- 
tributor to the Reaganite swing among in- 
tellectuals. The Foundation was listed — 
along with the Hoover Institution, the 
American Enterprise Institute and the Cen- 
tre for Strategic and International Studies 
at Georgetown University — as a ‘‘central 
institution’? of ‘‘the Republican govern- 
ment in waiting’ in the Washington Post 
(May 27, 1980). Stephen Haseler, described 
by Heritage as a ‘‘former British Labour 
Party leader’? was a ‘‘distinguished 
scholar’’ of the Foundation in 1977-78. He 
was then — and remains — a member of 
the Editorial Board of the Foundation’s 
journal Policy Review. For two editions of 
the journal, he shared that honour with 
geneticist Roger Pearson, who took over as 
President of the North American chapter of 
the World Anti-Communist League when 
the previous incumbent resigned over its 
anti-Semitism in 1975. On May 28, 1978, 
the Washington Post referred to Pearson’s 
‘‘unabashed advocacy in past years of racial 
hierarchy, Nordic and Aryan superiority 


and the need to retain genetic purity 


through artificial insemination and sperm 
banks’’. 

Haseler’s other fellow Board members 
have included our own Kingsley Amis, 
Robert Moss, and John O/’Sullivan, 
erstwhile Daily Telegraph journalist and 
now Policy Review’s editor. Contributors 


to the journal have included British right- 
wingers T.E. Utley, Ronald Butt, Winston 
Churchill MP and Julian Amery MP. 
American contributors have included 
Senators Jake Garn and Barry Goldwater, 
Milton Friedman and a clutch of prominent 
‘*neo-Conservative’’ thinkers. 

All of which raises considerable questions 
about Haseler’s suitability for a council for 
**social democracy’’. 

More doubts are raised by Stephen 
Haseler’s last foray into print. The dust- 
jacket of The Tragedy of Labour does not 
mention Haseler’s ‘‘distinguished 
fellowship’? at the Heritage Foundation, 
but the book does spend its last chapter 
outlining the ‘‘imaginary’’ party that 
Haseler would like to see emerge in Britain. 

Haseler’s ‘‘majoritarian stance’’ sets him 
apart, also, from many of the other con- 
cerns of the Gang of Four. Shirley 
Williams, as Secretary for Education, im- 
plemented Labour’s comprehensivisation 
policy, which, for Haseler ‘‘has destroyed a 
valuable institution’’, the grammar school. 
Roy Jenkins is of course associated with 
Labour’s libertarian social reforms of the 
late 1960s; Haseler’s party would ‘‘quite 
properly and reasonably, reflect the 
hypocrisy of the general public’’ on ‘‘sexual 
matters’’; it would ‘‘reflect public anxiety 
about the proselytising on behalf of devian- 
cy that is becoming an increasing feature of 
our society’’. 

And finally, despite David Owen’s in- 
sistence throughout the 550 pages of Face 
the Future that what he is talking about is 
socialism, ‘‘the general ideological 
posture’ of Haseler’s party ‘‘would be 
anti-socialist’’. It would be concerned to 
promote ‘‘nationhood, local community, 
social identity, peace and order, morality 
(both private and public) and constitu- 
tionality’’. 

The Gang of Four had, they tell us, 8,000 
supporters from which to choose the hun- 
dred signatories listed in the Guardian. It is 
interesting, to say the least, that they 
managed to choose at least one who has 
spent the last five years in close association 
with a Reaganite think-tank, and who 
seems to disagree with almost every policy 
commitment contained in the declaration 
he has signed. 


THE RE-BIRTH OF THE 
NATIONAL SOCIALIST 
GROUP 


You can’t keep a good Nazi down 


ONE OF THE most recent additions to the Nazi scene in this coun- 
try is a group calling itself the National Socialist Organisation, a 
hardline Nazi outfit associated with the journal Loki (named after 
the pagan god of mischief). Loki is uncompromisingly pro-Hitler, 
declaring in its aims that it seeks to “‘present an intelligent, cogent 
advocacy of the many positive and beneficial aspects of political life 
under the NSDAP of Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich, as the only totally 
new, all embracing, dynamic, successful political development of 
Twentieth Century Europe... (and)... to propagate the political 
philosophy of Adolf Hitler as superior to the stagnant bungling of 
the present day Semite manipulated democracies’’. 

The NSO however, is not a totally new creation. It dates back to 
the late sixties when one of the men who appears to lead it was busy 
in a similarly named covert organisation — the National Socialist 
Group. David Courtney. 


In 1968 British Nazism underwent a 
transformation. The passing of the ‘LOKI! 
first Race Relations Act meant that the —_—_—_— 


overt political style of the National Joe narp LINE NAZI MAGAZINE FOR ALL MILITANT FASCIST AND 
Socialist Movement was no_ longer 


possible without running foul of the | NATIONAL SOCIALIST STORMTROOPERS. 


law. For this reason Colin Jordan, | s.ci rgsue CONTAINS COMBAT REPORTS, STORIES, HUMOUR, BOOK 
erstwhile Fiihrer of the NSM, launched : ; 
British Movement. The swastika was | aND PROGRAMME REVID'S, NaS & SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENTS, AND 


dropped and the words ‘national | wycy MORE, SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE WISTORIZS Ai CURRENT 


socialism’ ceased to feature at least in re 
the amuutnaion publicly distributed NEWS OF ORGANISATIONS; NATIONAL SOCIALIST EVENTS, LSADERS 


material. AND PUBLICATIONS. ALSO INCLUDED ARE ARTICLZS ON THE MORE , 
But some of the faithful were unhappy at | ____ : : 
the constraints being imposed on their EFFECTIVE METHODS OF FIGI™TNG RACK. 
political activities. For this reason a parallel 
organisation — the National Socialist 
Group — was set up with Jordan’s ap- 
proval at the same time. The NSG was to be Outline of Loki, the NSO’s new pro-Hitler journal. 
covert, exclusive in its recruitment, and to 
provide a framework within which the 
swastika and the essence of national TOUGH? RUTHLESS? DEDICATED RACIAL SOCIALIST? 
socialism could be retained. 


Leader of the group was David Court- Then join the '88 Organisation'. In the event of the coming total collapse 
ney, a bankworker who had with Keiron of Law neat eo eens acosremyrtee = = sided spa will ae 
: ’ neeced to 211 vital. ncesitions to «Keep e wheels 0 he Nazi war uachine 
Wood been Organi! of the NSM s Green- turning. All people are urgec to apply for enrollnent. This consists of a 
wich branch, and been a frequent visitor to centrel register fron which Action Command's can be formeu2. 
the organisations headquarters. [To note however, “Ais will unfcubtelly involve Strike-brenking, running 
through picket lines backed? up by Comrunist “ent-a-Mob muscle. If excitement 
e 4s 7esired an one is not at all ceterred by these prospects then join now 
A Strange Recruit and help build this Org-nisntion. “rite to 'Loki' for Jotails. 


Colin Jordan, who had approved of the -13- 
principle of a parallel organisation, under- 
took to feed to the NSG the names of Loki recruits for Column 88. 
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Part of Starreveld’s membership application for the old NSG. 


A while back I mentioned to you the former NSM Supporter Mr. Max 
Montenovi of Piazzale Stazione FS 53, 25015 Desenzano del Garda (BS), ITALY. He 
is a good man, and writes good English. He has just written to me again. If 
you have not yet sent him NSG literature or otherwise written to him, I would 
recommend that you do. 

The following chap in Australia, who says he is a Keen National Socialist 
wants a pen friend, so perhaps one of your Group may care to correspond with him. 
He says he is 20 and a civil servant. Mr. J.P. Butland 

Mulwala House 
Parkes Way 
Canberra City 
A.C.T. 2600 
AUSTRALIA 

I see the new WUNS BULLETIN from Arlington has given your old bank 
address. 

The following important German comrade - who has a very deep underst- 
anding of National Socialism, and writes very good English - said in a recent 
letter that he had noticed the particulars of the NSG, being the old bank address. 
I told him the new address exactly, and said that I thought you would find it 
helpful to be in correspondence with him, as his advice is valuable. Thus he 
may write to youe His details, confidentially, are:- 


Herrn Bruno Lidtke 
1 Berlin 28 
Karmeliterweg 106 
GERMANY 
Please be careful with correspondence to and from him, and keep his 
name and address confidential, to safeguard this fine man -.in the circumstances 


in Germany today. He has been imprisoned for his beliefs in the past. 
I also here enclose some recently arrived literature. 


With best wishes, A “ 


Above and below: Extracts from correspondence between Courtney and Jordan 
showing wide-ranging overseas connections. 


Dear Mr. Courtney, 


Many thanks for yours of the 19th September. 


I appreciate the circumstances regarding Miss Bevan, and 
look forward to meeting her on some future occasion. 


Regarding the WUNS notice, I am giad you find it satisfactory. 
I sent a copy to Matt Koehl also for his comment, which at the moment I still 


await. If he is also agreeable to it, I will, as soon as there is a convenient 
opportunity, duplicate a quantity for use as mentioned, and will send you a 
supply also, if you will find this useful. 


Yes, I imagine the load of overseas correspondence, coming 
all at once, was a burden, and am glad that you are nevertheless coping with it. 
I am here enclosing one further item which has come in since - as this American 
wrote to the NSM I presume that it will be the NSG which will really interest 
him, hence I pass it on. 


potential recruits obtained through BM and 
the World Union of National Socialists. 
NSG’s membership only ever came to a few 
dozen, which included Courtney, Alex- 
ander Forsyth, the Olliffe brothers who 
were later prosecuted for making sub- 
machine guns, and white emigre ‘Prince’ 
Michael Gryszynski. They were obsessed 
with security and heavy use of code 
numbers, which were allocated to all 
members and code names. Courtney for in- 
stance doubled up as Simon Gifford (or 
sometimes N.S. Gifford). 

One of their stranger recruits was An- 
drew Starreveld, a fifteen year old 
schoolboy who declared on his application 
for membership that ‘‘I can produce 
bombs, incendiaries etc. I can make booby 
traps, ammonia squirts, can also buy drugs 
hypodermics, in fact anything of a destruc- 
tive nature’’. He was later arrested and 
commiited to a mental institution. In- 
terestingly he was recruited and active in an 


area where a number of leading members of | 


the League of St. George still live. 


Lost all their files 


Very quickly however, the NSG was in 
trouble. They came off worst in exchanges 
with anti-fascists at BM meetings, and after 
Jordan’s imprisonment in 1968 and increas- 
ed press curiosity about their activities the 
rot really set in. The climax came when they 
lost all their files — including copies of 
bomb making instructions — and when 
Special Branch obtained a list of their 
names and code numbers. David Courtney 
and his friends beat a hasty retreat and 
disappeared. 

But no one imagined that this was the 
end: the NSG contained some of the 
hardest of Nazi hardliners and it was 
generally thought only to be a matter of 
time before they resurfaced. Over the last 
two years there have been persistent 
rumours that a new covert group had been 
set up. Then about twelve months ago there 
appeared the first issue of a new Nazi jour- 
nal Loki edited by ‘S.G. Holloway’. These 
initials immediately prompted suspicions 
that ‘Simon Gifford’ alias David Courtney 
was back in business. 


Striking resemblance 


These suspicions were recently confirm- 
ed. At the British Movement’s London 
demonstration in November appeared a 
group of men who identified themselves as 
the National Socialist Organisation, and 
one of whom said he was ‘S.G. Holloway’. 
Photographs of the group reveal a striking 
resemblance between ‘Holloway’ and 
David Courtney. One of his companions 
said that he had left BM because it was too 
soft; another had his pockets stuffed with 
leaflets declaring that ‘Hitler was Right’. 

Yet to be established is whether, running 
true to form, these characters are involved 
in the paramilitary side of British Nazism. 
One clue however, is to be found in an early 
issue of Loki which suggests that readers 
join Column 88. 


See also page 6. 


20th Decemver 196% 


Mr. Otto Munkwitz 
c/o. Einar aberg 
Leksandsvagen 31 
$-191 71 Norrviken 
Sweden 


Dear Mr. Munkwitz, 


Thank you for your letter of the 15th Decerber from Germany. 


Since May of this year, when we re-orga.‘scd in the light of 
experience, including the worsings of the new Race Relations law in this country, 
replacing the N.S.M. with the present British Movement, the international liaison 
and W.U.N.S. affiliation has been taken up by the "National Socialist Group" in 
London. 


It would therefore seem most appropriate, if you do come on a 
visit to England shortly, to meet with them in London, and this would probably be 
more convenient fur you than Coventry, where British Movement ie based. I am 
sure they would be very pleased to meet and talk with you. 


I am therefore immediately passing on your letter to them for 
them to write to you wath regard to your jpossibie visit, and wae possibility of 
meetin, thea in London. Their address is simply as follows:- 

N.S.G. 

126 Coleraine Road 
Blackheath 

London S.E.3. 


Wishing you an enjoyable Yuletide, and please give my best 
greetings to Mr. Einar Aberg. 


Yours sincerely, 


kb.G d= 


Colin Jordan 


Jordan explains formation of British Movement and disban- 
ding of his National Socialist Movement (NSM). 


42 TUDOR AVENUE 
BROAD LANE 
COVENTRY CVS 78D 


BRITISH 
MOVEMENT 


Telephone 
TILE HILL 65142 


National Secretary 
COLIN JORDAN 


® 


Sth December 


Dear Mr. Courtney, 


I trust you safely received my letter of a tew days ago in 
which I mentioned that my ex-wife is now known to be in London, and possibly 
seeking to set up some group there, so she may get in the way of the NSG. I 
have an idea she may well seek to establish relations with Arlington and set 
herself up as the heiress of National Socialism over here, and expect all to dc 
personal homage to her. 

Along with our December bulietin and accompanying itews, I ar 
here passing on several items to the NSG. 

With very best greetings for Yuletide. 


42° °7R AVZNUS 
eee ae) > Sal SPE 
CovtiTiz’ 
ENGLAND 
Dec. 14th 1968 


rub des 


Dear Mr. Courtney, 


Thank you for yours of the 13th Dec. 


It is somewhat disturbing that the earlier letter I sent 
seems to have gone astray. I cannot remember what I enclosed with it, if 
anything, or what else I mentioned in it, but I do definitely recall writing 
a@ weex to ten days ago and saying then that I had learned that Francoise Dior 
was now out of prison, and at the time staying in London. I had gathered 
that she was displeased that a National Socialist body had developed in London 
apart from her and in her absence, and accordingly I sensed that she might 
well try to take over things, or to influence Arlington in her favour. 


You ask my advice regarding her, and endeavouring to be 
thoroughly objective and to look at things from the point of view of the 
interests of your group, I would definitely feel that it is better to keep 
apart from her than to get involved with her. You know her fairly well from 
the past, and if anything I imagine that her conception of herself as the 
"priestess" of National Socialism is even firmer now. I cannot visualise 
that she would ever for very long be content to be just a member, or even one 
among others in control, but would seek to become the figurehead ruthlessly. 
Apart from an almost certain drive to take over, she would almost certainly 
seek to impose, or succeed in involving your group in antics in line with the 
scandal, fantasy and ridicule, and wild violence with which she has already s 
very heavily discredited National Socialism in this country. I do not say 
this from personal bitterness. I recognise her courage, and some sincerity 
along with a mountain of conceit, and she has suffered heavy punishment, but, 
beneath her great ability superficially to charm, she is in my opinion very 
vicious and unreliable, and more than anything else a disruptive force. It 
is a great pity, but it is a hard fact. What the NSG does is of course 
entirely the decision of the NSG, but I cannot see that anything could be 
gained by association with her which would not be heavily overshadowed by . 
loss and disadvantage. I would not get entangled with her myself again. 


Thank you for your seasonal wishes to my mother and myself. 


We send ours in return to you. 


Sincerely, 


Usde 


Yours sincerely, 


(dade 


Above: Correspondence between Courtney and Jordan referring to Fran- 
coise Dior, at one time married to Jordan. 

Below: Courtney (extreme left) with other alleged NSO members. Inset: 
Courtney on 23/11/80 at BM demonstration. 


BRITISH MOVEMENT FACES 
INTERNAL DISPUTE 


DESPITE its growth in the last eigh- 
teen months, the British Movement is 
not without its problems, as far as 
leadership is concerned. Former leader 
Colin Jordan has been engaged in a 
Slanging match with Michael 
McLaughlin for some time and 
distributing critical documents to party 
members. 

McLaughlin’s response has been to expel 
anyone he sees as a threat to his position or 
authority and it is no secret that there has 
been growing criticism under his leadership, 
especially after he came out of prison in 
January 1980 after serving four months for 
offences under the Race Relations Act. 
Some disrespectful members have taken to 
calling him the ‘paranoiac milkman’. 

The latest example of the increasing ten- 
sion is the expulsion of Ray Hill, leader of 
the Leicester BM branch, whose growing 
popularity with members nationally was his 
undoing, particularly since Searchlight had 

drawn attention to it recently. Hill, 
however, is apparently defying McLaughlin 
by refusing to accept his expulsion. He is 
canvassing support nationally by circulating 
the document we reproduce, in which he 
states that he is prepared to take out an in- 
junction against McLaughlin over the issue. 

It seems clear from Ray Hill’s statement 
that he reflects the growing dissatisfaction 
with McLaughlin that has even been 
reflected within the normally loyal members 
of his elite ‘Leader Guard’. One of the most 
frequent criticisms is that whilst the 
membership was only a few hundred he 
could cope, but with the influx of new 
members following the four-way split in the 
National Front (and in particular the 
recruitment of skinheads) his organising 
ability has become increasingly in doubt. 
And according to some deep throats he is 
often a figure of ridicule in private. 

Whilst Hill goes out of his way to em- 
phasise that he has no ambitions of leader- 
ship, his experience as leader of the South 
African National Front and his previous 
membership of BM in the 1960s, plus the 
enthusiasm with which members greet his 
hard line rabble rousing speeches have 


A STATEMENT BY RAY HILL 


As the reader may be aware, Michael McLaughlin, the self appointed Leader of the 
SRITISH MOVEMENT, has purported to "expel" me from membership of that organisation. 


It is not my intention to indulge in any sort of slanging match with Mr. McLaughlin. 
Suffice to say that his attitude towards me changed dramatically when the Jewish / 
Communist magazine SEARCHLIGHT referred to me as "a possible challenger for the 
leadership of BM." This allegation was repeated by the |.T.V. programme''T.V.Eye!! 

It therefore it appears that membership of British Movement is allowed or disallowed 
by the whims of Morrie Ludmer and Lew Grade. 


| do not accept that Mr. McLaughlin has the right or the authority to expel me from 
British Movement. There is nothing to stop Mr. McLaughlin from writing to the Queen 
and informing her that he has decided to disolve parliament. It is unlikely,however, 
that the Lady would take much notice of him and | am likely to take even less notice 
than she would. Leicester Branch of British Movement, which six months ago did not 
exist, held a meeting attended by 35 people on Friday the = 1!6th January,i981, and 
everyone present enjoyed the joke. It was unanimously decided to continue to 
recognise myself as Organiser and to write to Mr.McLaughlin informing him that whilst 
We continue to respect his uncouvted abilities the Branch cannot accept that he has 
the authority to act as he has Jone in this instace. 


Anyone who knows me knows perfectly well that the allegations made by the enemy about 
My ambitions in respect of the Leadership of BM are completely untrue. 1! have never 
Coveted that position anc | do not do sc now. | do,however,intend to stay in the BM. 
lf Mr. McLaughlin persists with his childish nonsense | am going to be forced Into a 
position where | shall have to seek legal confirmation of my status as a BM member. 

| have informed Mr. McLaughlin of this and have told him that | shall apply to the 
high court for an injunction to this effect. His reply was to the effect that he 
Goes not care about the courts. That may be his attitude at present but it Is In 
Sharp contrast te his attitude when writing about his four months imprisonment which 
was given to him by a court only a few months ago. He seems to care a great deal 
about that. In fact, one would think he was the only man In Britain ever to go to 
prison for his political activities whilst at the same time he enjoys pouring contem= 
Pt upon such political midgets as Sir Oswald Mosley and Colin Jordan who spent more 
years in prison for their activities than McLaughlin has spent months. 


| believe that the reader can take it for granted that when Mr.McLaughlIin learns the 
Consequences of refusing to recognise an injunction his attitude will change and he 
Will once more acknowledge that | am a rightful member of the Movement. 


| do not intend to foster or take part in any "split" of the Movement. | do not aim 
for the leadership of the Movement. | do, however, insist upon justice and further 
insist that | am, and shall remain, a member of BM who is entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of such membership. 


Finally, when Nick Crane,Tony Lawrence and the rest of the lads were in custody over 
The Woolwich Jisturbance, | asked our gallant Leader if he would stand bail for them 
if necessary. His answer was "no." In the event,it did not turn out to be necessary 
but it might well be worth asking those concerned just who it was who DID offer to 
stand bail for them should they need it. Perhaps it was Mr.McLaughlins long history 
of such disloyalty to the crdinary members that led the man to believe that a 
Feplacement, any replacement, would be welcomed by that membership 

Whoever the leader may be,however, |,Ray Hill, will remain in British Movement. 


made McLaughlin move to try and nip in Document sent out by Ray Hill, who received a 9 month prison sentence in 1979 for a brutal 
the bud any potential threat to his position. assualt on a Jewish cafe owner in Leicester. 


Robin Beauclaire 


ONE of Britain’s leading racists, wealthy Robin Beauclaire, died of a heart attack on January 15th at his home on the Isle of Man. 
Beauclaire, who moved there following the sale of his farm at Southam, Warwickshire, for a sum in excess of £750,000, was involved in 
the printing and distribution of racist and anti-Semitic pamphlets, leaflets and stickers along with his partners in the Historical Review 


Press, Anthony and Alan Hancocks of Brighton. 

The pamphlet Did Six Million Really Die was one of the most notorious publications with which he was involved, and which has been 
printed in tens of thousands in several different languages. 

His farm at Southam was often the venue for secret meetings of Britain’s Nazi elite and their guests from overseas. In 1978 he hosted a 
meeting for KKK leader David Duke which involved a cross burning ceremony. When Robert Relf put his home up for sale ‘For Whites 
Only’ Beauclaire drove around in one of his cars with the same sign. 


IN THE November 1980 members’ bulletin of 
the New National Front John Tyndall claimed 
that he had won over the vast majority of NF 
members in Yorkshire and Humberside for his 
recently formed party, with ‘“‘powerful and very 
active units in Hull and Grimsby’’. How power- 
ful the NNF units are can be gleaned from their 
six strong demonstration in Grimsby a few mon- 
ths ago, but what is interesting is that he has the 
support of Jack Noble, who is probably one of 
the most plausible neo-Nazis in Britain. 


The South African Police have indicated that 
they would like to have a chat with Jack Noble, 
who was a founder member of the South African 
National Front, about his association with a 
Masonic style organisation called the Sons of 
England which has existed in South Africa for 
about 100 years. It seems that Jack Noble, Ray 
Hill (now a leading light in British Movement) 
and other English-born SANF members, joined 
the Sons of England en masse and within a short 
time managed to get themselves elected to posi- 
tions of trust within the non-political but 
reputedly liberal society. 

The National Front was based almost entirely 
in the South African province of the Transvaal 
and in a very short time the Sons of England 
Transvaal section had become little more than a 
front for the Front. When the national leader- 
ship of the society demanded that funds in the 
Transvaal should be forwarded to the head office 
in Natal, they found to their surprise that the 
society was £30,000 worse off than they had 
thought. Ty were less than amused to discover 
that the moiiey had been used to finance the 
South African NF, including the purchase of 
presses to produce the Front’s magazine Hit 


Back which was published from Noble’s home 
address in Berea, Johannesburg. 

The ‘Grand Lodge’, the governing body of the 
Sons of England, took immediate action. They 
applied to the Supreme Court of the Transvaal 
for an order preventing the National Front or its 
members from handling Sons of England funds. 
An interim order was granted but by the time the 
case came to court for a final hearing, Noble, 
along with Hill and George Lewes, who was 
treasurer of both the Front and the Transvaal 
section of Sons of England was safely back in 
England. 

Ray Hill has stated publicly since they returned 
to this country that at the time they left South 
Africa they were involved in a civil rather than 
criminal case. But apparently the Sons of 
England, who by now have incurred legal costs, 
do not see it in the same light. 

In view of Tyndall’s recent ravings about the 
question of hardcore homosexuals in the NF and 
his determination to make the NNF a party of 
“decent nationalism’’, he might find other 
aspects of Jack Noble’s character rather more 
embarassing. The Johannesburg Sunday Express 
in July 1979 carried a front page headline ‘This 
man is a dangerous phoney’’. The story dealt 
with the SA National Front and the headline 
referred to Noble. According to the article, 
whilst he was campaigning in the Front magazine 
Hit Back against permissiveness and homosex- 
uality, Noble, was getting his living or part of it, 
by running what the reports described as a gay 
bar. 

Even worse as far as Tyndall is concerned is 
the report that whilst writing under a pseudonym 
for the Johannesburg paper The Star, Noble had 
threatened to leave South Africa because of the 


John Tyndall. 


inhumane way in which its black population were 
treated. In the event his hasty departure was due 
to other reasons. 


lan Anderson. 


THE NEW ‘‘YES’’ MAN 


THE RISING star in the NF at the mo- 
ment is a young gentleman called Ian 
Anderson, who topped the poll in the 
recent elections to the National Direc- 
torate. He even pipped Martin Webster 
who was up for re-election. 


Anderson’s rise to stardom is a little 
puzzling. The fact is that when he was runn- 
ing an NF branch of his own (Oxford 
1973-76) his performance was not exactly 
impressive. In the October 1974 general 
election he held the dubious honour of 
recording the lowest vote for an NF can- 
didate in the whole of England. 

His political career began at Pembroke 
College, Oxford where he studied 
agriculture. After a couple of doomed at- 
tempts to hold public meetings in 1973 and 
°74, Oxford NF made a push in October 
when Anderson contested the General Elec- 
tion. His two election meetings ended in 
chaos: the second, in Oxford Town Hall 
saw Anderson charge single-handed and 
repeatedly into the ranks of anti-fascists 


who had arrived early and occupied the 
platform. His heroics were brought to a 
close when the police officer in charge tap- 
ped him on the shoulder and said ‘‘Isn’t it 
time you went home, sonny’’. 

Anderson turned nasty in 1975 during the 
EEC Referendum Campaign. For another 
public meeting in the Town Hall he arrang- 
ed for a bus-load of thugs to be shipped in 
from South London to attack the anti- 
fascist demonstration outside the hall. They 
were beaten off, but a number of their 
members later faced charges for possessing 
offensive weapons. 

From Oxford Anderson tripped off to 
HQ, and occasionally contributed a 
‘Parliamentary Front’ column to Tyndall’s 
Spearhead. In 1979 he stood as the NF can- 
didate in Newham South, where he polled 
1,899 votes. He can usually be seen at NF 
marches arriving in the same car as Richard 
Verrall, and is often particularly busy sell- 
ing journals and badges. A loyal ‘yes-man’ 
it is thought that his recent promotion is 
due more to his sheer inability to cross 
anybody than to any political talent. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


TORY CALLS FOR REPATRIATION 


Harvey Proctor, Conservative MP for Basildon, 
called for what he termed a ‘‘vigorous pro- 
gramme of repatriation’’, of black people, in a 
speech to Young Conservatives at Croydon. He 
said that there were nearly 3 million black people 
in Britain, as compared to the official estimate of 
1.9 million. Drawing upon figures from the Of- 
fice of Population Censuses and Surveys, he 
claimed that birth rates of New Commonwealth 
and Pakistani communities in Britain’s urban 
areas as a proportion of the total population 
were alarming. The figures he gave included 27% 
in Birmingham and Wolverhampton, 37% in 
Haringey, and 36% in Tower Hamlets. Accor- 
ding to Proctor, these figures show changes in 
population which ‘‘will lead to a challenge to our 
values, traditions, heritage and customs, 
culminating in the breakdown in law, order and 
authority. It dwarfs every other political issue of 
the day and the indigenous population stand 
agog at the audacity of Parliament and their 
elected representatives who do not want to 
know’’, he said. 

A spokesperson from the Commission for 
Racial Equality condemned Proctor for a 
misleading interpretation of the figures. He said: 
‘*The figures Mr Proctor is using are highly selec- 
tive and when published will be seen in their pro- 
per context’’. He said that Proctor was taking ci- 
ty areas where the New Commonwealth popula- 
tion was younger than the host community and 
naturally had a higher birth rate. Evidence sug- 
gested that second generation immigrants con- 
formed closely to the family pattern of the rest of 
the UK. 


BEXLEY ELECTION 


The National Front received a thumbs down 
from the voters of Bexley in the bye-election 
which took place in the Blackfen ward in 
January. The results were: 

Labour 870 

Conservative 705 

Liberal 483 

National Front 26 


NEW NATIONAL FRONT IN 
BIRMINGHAM 


Thirteen people were arrested after incidents in a 
New National Front march in Birmingham on 
January 18th. One hundred supporters of the 
NNF marched to protest against what they claim 
was lenient police treatment of black youths in- 
volved in clashes in Stirling Road Edgbaston 
after an 11 day party. They were addressed by 
John Tyndall, NNF Chairman, for 10 minutes 
before being dispersed by the police. 

An Anti-Nazi demonstrator, Paul Vernon of 
Moseley, who pleaded guilty to using threatening 
words and behaviour at the demonstration, was 
fined £400 with £30 costs. A New National Front 
demonstrator, Martin Oddy of Malvern Street, 
Beeston, Leeds, pleaded guilty to using threaten- 
ing words and behaviour, and possessing an of- 
fensive weapon. He was fined £175, with £25 
costs, and bound over for 12 months. Oddy was 
seen threatening a group of counter 
demonstrators with a spiked Union Jack banner 
pole. 


NF MEN GUILTY OF ELECTION 
OFFENCES 


Two National Front supporters, John Lear of 
Ridgehurst Avenue, and Trevor Smith of Grade 
Avenue, Watford, distributed scurrilous leaflets 
attacking the Labour Party during Council elec- 
tions in Watford, even though the National 
Front were not standing. They were found guilty 
of distributing election documents not bearing 
the name and address of the printer and 
publisher. The leaflets bore the words, in red, 
‘‘Labour’s Five Point Plan for Britain’’, with a 
five pointed star and a hammer and sickle within 
the star. Lear said that it was a national docu- 
ment distributed all over Britain fairly regularly. 
A counsel for the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions told the court that it was not necessary 
under the law to prove an intention to promote 
the election of the candidate. It was sufficient 
that there was an intention to prevent the election 
of another candidate to establish an offence 
under the Representation of the People Act 1949. 

Lear was fined £50 for one offence, and Smith 
£100 on two counts. Each was ordered to pay £10 
towards the prosecution costs. 


‘“‘NATIONAL PEOPLE’s PARTY”’ 


A group calling themselves the ‘‘National Peo- 
ple’s Party’’, and believed to be connected with 
the National Front, has been attempting to 
recruit unemployed people in the Torbay area. 
Unesiyployed people who have had letters 
pu#lished in the local paper have received letters 
from the NPP, blaming ‘‘foreign labour brought 
in by Socialist extremists of lax and foolish 
governments for the high unemployment’’. Tor- 
bay’s National Front spokesperson, Dan Fry, 
denied any connection with the NPP, but admit- 
ted that NF meetings had been held in the St. An- 
drews Church Hall where a NPP meeting was 
supposed to take place. The vicar, Dennis 
Sanders, denied that political meetings had taken 
place in the church hall, and said that the only 
meeting booked was for the ‘‘Torbay Aquarist 
Society’. The fishy aspect of this story doesn’t 
end here, however. The NPP give their address 
as 157/158 Queen Street, Newton Abbot. 
Number 157 is occupied by a Mr Vidler, who 
professed to know nothing of the NPP, and 
Number 158 is a public toilet. 


BM ORGANISER GETS LIFE 


Michael Clifford, former Leeds organiser of 
British Movement was found guilty of murder at 
Leeds Crown Court on January 23. He stabbed a 
17 year old youth, Anthony Clarke, in the 
stomach following an argument last August. 
Clarke died three days later in hospital. Clifford 
was jailed for life. 


MARCH OF HATE 


The National Front marched through 
Wimbledon recently, in what local councillor 
Philip Jones described as a ‘‘march of hate’’. 
The 120 Front supporters chanted racist slogans 
attacking plans for an Asian cultural centre at 
Haydon’s Road Community Centre. The mar- 
chers were mainly from the Merton branch of the 
National Front, but included contingents from 
other parts of London. The Asian cultural centre 
stands very little chance of actually being built, 
since it is 7th on the Council’s list of priorities, 
out of 9, and depends on a £40,000 government 
grant being made. The march was contained by a 
heavy police presence, and the police action was 
praised by the General Secretary of the Asian 
Cultural Organisation of Merton. Merton Trades 
Council and the Merton Against Racism Cam- 
paign, are strongly supporting the plans for the 
proposed Centre. 


TORY MPs FORM “IMMIGRATION 
GROUP”’ 


A number of right-wing Conservative MPs, 
headed by Sir Ronald Bell, MP for Beaconsfield, 
have formed a group to fight what they called 
“‘the accelerating growth of the non-indigenous 
population’’, in Britain. They referred to what 
they claimed was ‘‘the unchecked and ac- 
celerating growth of the non-indigenous popula- 
tion, both New Commonwealth and alien, by net 
immigration and natural increase’. They further 
claimed that there has been ‘‘exaggerated 
deference to race relations pressure groups’’. 


NATIONAL FRONT — CARDIFF 


On January 25th, 350 National Front supporters 
marched through Cardiff in opposition to a Pro- 
visional Sinn Fein march of 600 on the same day. 
The Republican march was to commemorate the 
ninth anniversary of Bloody Sunday. The Na- 
tional Front march was opposed by a mobilisa- 
tion of Anti-Nazi League supporters. There was 
a massive police presence of 1,700 officers, more 
than half the South Wales force. There were 11 
arrests. 


FRENCH CP CONDEMNED AGAIN 


FOLLOWING the events in Vitry (reported in 
last month’s Searchlight) another incident has 
occurred involving members of the Communist 
Party. The Mayor of Montigny-les-Cormeilles 
led a demonstration of members of the Young 
Communists ‘to get rid of drugs’. The 
demonstration followed a letter received by the 
Mayor claiming that a Moroccan family were 
drug pushers so the YCL gave out leaflets in 
which they named the family and then 
demonstrated outside their house. There was no 
proof that the family were involved in selling 
drugs and they had in fact already been in- 
vestigated by the police. The incident was strong- 
ly condemned by the local League for Human 
Rights. 

In a statement signed by the Martinique Com- 
munist Party they attack the immigration policy 
of the French CP. 

MRAP, the anti-racist organisation, has con- 
demned a police raid on a migrants workers 
hostel on February 3 in which over 170 police 
took part in the early hours of the morning. The 
hostel has 580 rooms and all the occupants were 
wakened and 55 were rounded up. MRAP said, 
“*After the recent massive roundings-up in Lyon 
and Marseille, this worrying practice that’s 
becoming all too common and which brings to 
mind the darkest moments of our history, should 
alert all democrats’’. 


WHAT THEIR 


PAPERS SAY 


IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A LONG 
WHILE since we’ve had the doubtful 
pleasure of reviewing a magazine from the 
Racial Preservation Society, the slightly 
dotty sounding bunch which, along with the 
even dottier sounding League of Empire 
Loyalists, was one of the founders of the 
National Front back in 1967. In those far- 
off days all the Racial Preservers and Loyal 
Imperialists swore to put differences aside 
as they embarked upon a common quest to 
save the the Race. 

Well, time passes and even the most op- 
timistic of Racial Preservers can be forgiven 
for moods of pessimism. The great dream 
(you know, all Aryan shoulders to the same 
wheel, Nordic noses to the grindstone) has 
turned a bit on the sour side with all the re- 
cent arguments and tantrums. Whilst one 
doesn’t expect to see a revival of the old 
League of Empire Loyalists, although 
anything’s possible on the lunatic fringes, 
here we have the old Racial Preservation 
Society back in harness with its magazine 
Race and Nation. 

No longer is the National Front the great 
cause: ‘‘Race and Nation and the Racial 
Preservation Society work for the defence 
of our Nation and our Race from an in- 
dependent, non-party-political stand- 
point’’. What this means is no embarrassing 
election campaigns for the Racial Preserva- 
tion Society — no unseemly marches — no 
manifestoes solving all Britain’s problems 
on one side of paper. Instead, we have 
another addition to the more ‘intellectual’ 
side of British racism. 

Not that Race and Nation sees itself in 
competition with all those other organs 
which specialise in the more preposterous 
theories of race. After all, they’re all com- 
rades together. In fact, R & N is confident 
‘that our readers will join with us in 
welcoming the appearance in recent times 
of a number of attractively produced 
magazines, working towards the same 
ends’’. Appreciating that many racially 
pure minds might have a bit of difficulty 
coping with all these seemingly similar 
publications, R & N recommends a selec- 
tion ‘‘to our readers as likely to be of value 
in enhancing their political awareness and 
fund of information and thereby hopefully 
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there’s a Racial Preserver recommending 
one to read the ‘Overseas News’ pages of 
League Review, which give ‘‘an up-to-date 
account of the progress of our Race’s fight 
their effectiveness in advancing the cause of 
the native Briton’’. 

Top of the list, as far as the Racial 
Preservers are concerned, is Heritage and 
Destiny, whose ‘‘worthy aims’’ include 
describing ‘‘the Nordic as an ideal, and the 
potentially glorious future awaiting our 
Race in outer space’’. Regular readers of 
‘What Their Papers Say’ might recall this 
codswallop from a couple of months back. 
Also highly recommended to fellow 
Preservers are two National Front publica- 
tions: Nationalism Today and New Nation 
(the latter being ‘‘of a very high intellectual 
content’’). 

But if it’s a ‘‘24 page bimonthly’’ that 
you require, then R & Nan suggest just the 
ticket: try League Review, an organ issued 
by another ‘‘non-party-political club’’, the 
League of St. George. There one can feast 
one’s blue eyes on ‘‘a wide variety of ar- 
ticles on current affairs, politics and 
history’, all of course written from a 
decently ‘‘pro-White point of view’’. 

R & Nis edited, printed and published by 
a certain Mr Edward Budden. This multi- 
talented chap (he appears to have written 
practically every piece as well) used to be in 
the NF, at least until all that kerfuffle about 
six years ago, when a whole batch of racial 
comrades said they were sick and tired of 
Tyndall and Webster’s Nazism. Off went 
these valiant neo-Nazis to set up an outfit 
called the National Party, which issued a 
paper, the same size as R & N, but sporting 
the name of Britain First. 

Ah the tangled web of fascist affairs! 
How the past is littered with Sorry cul-de- 
sacs and bravely forlorn adventures! Yes, 
you have guessed — Mr Budden in those 
days was one of that band of non-Nazis, 
contributing a column called ‘Under the 
Flat Stones’, month after dismal month to 
Britain First. And up it pops again: ‘Under 
the Flat Stones’, page three of Race and 
Nation. Some matters truly are worth 
preserving. 

But lift up the flat stone nowadays and it 
isn’t a non-fascist that greets you. Instead 


there’s a Racial Preserver recommending 
one to read the ‘Overseas News’ pages of 
League Review, which give ‘‘an up-to-date 
account of the progress of our Race’s fight 
to live around the world’’. 

The Overseas News page is the one where 
League Review gives readers lots of little 
gems about Nazis throughout the world. 
There’s never been any attempt in these 
pages to go through the ‘‘we’re not Nazis, 
nor are our chums’’ routine. Fascists and 
Nazis are proudly named as such. For in- 
stance take the latest issue of League 
Review: No.32, Volume 1, February 1981, 


(one wonders at what point they decide to 
start Volume 2). 

Here we have a report on the ‘‘patriotic’’ 
activities of the German Section of the 
World Union of National Socialists, not to 
mention a touching little tribute to all the 
sterling work put in by the European Na- 
tionalist Fasces (sic). Of course there’s the 
usual report from the United States about 
racial comrades in the National Socialist 
Party of America and the Ku Klux Klan. 
And so on. 

However, this month League Review has 
hardly a dry eye, as it mourns the passing of 
“‘Oswald Mosley, the greatest Englishman 
of our times’’. One letter-writer, complain- 
ing that ‘‘/e chevalier, sans peur et sans 
reproche’’ (all Europe laments) was unfair- 
ly treated by the mass media, gets steamed 
up about a “‘tirade of lying filth . . . in all its 
vindictive and oleaginous stench’’. 

The official obituary in League Review is 
a dignified affair adorned with the same 
symbol (a ‘Y’ with an extra limb), which 
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heads Race and Nation and which forms 
the basis of a gallows in an uproarious car- 
toon about hanging people on page two of 
R & N. The great man, when he was the 
leader of the British Union of Fascist and 
National Socialists (League Review is one 
of the few publications on the extreme 
right, or elsewhere, to give Mosley’s fascist 
party its full title), was ‘‘in whole areas of 
Britain hailed as a liberator’’. The whole 
country (bar a few commies and Jews) was 
flocking to his standard: ‘‘in 1940 Mosley 
was addressing audiences of 100,000’’. 

After the war, the great man was just as 
tireless, setting up book clubs, losing bye- 
elections and establishing organisations like 
the Sons of St. George — all of which were 
designed ‘‘to ensure the survival of Euro- 
pean white civilisation’’. 


What a debt all the racial comrades owe 
to the man himself: ‘‘Many of the older 
members of the Nationalist Movement in 
Britain today were in fact first brought into 
‘the Movement’ by Oswald Mosley; and 
there they also learnt the arts of propagan- 
da and organisational expertise’’. 

And alongsidce the tribute is an adver- 
tisement for a book entitled Twilight Over 
England, by William Joyce, who was one of 
those introduced into ‘the Movement’ by 
Sir O, but who left because of a liking for 
even sterner sorts of anti-Semitism. Joyce 
spent the war time years broadcasting Nazi 
propaganda from Berlin, attracting the 
odium of Britain and the nickname of Lord 
Haw-Haw. All his arts of propaganda and 
organisational expertise earned him after 
the war was a short walk to the gallows. 


BELOW the League’s tribute for the 
greatest man who ever breathed the air of 
England is an advertisement for Mosley’s 
paper Action!, whose geriatric contents 
figure occasionally in this column. Action! 
is edited by Mosley’s faithful lapdog, Jef- 
frey Hamm; following our last mention of 
Mr Hamm’s contact with League Review, 
the old-time fascist has been writing to 
Searchlight to tell us what a different kettle 
of fish he is from the Nazis of League 
Review. 

Talking of advertisements, League 
Review is very much a mixed bag this 
month (as, of course, befits a strictly non- 
political club). We have the ad and review 
of Revilo P. Oliver’s book Christianity and 
the Survival of the West. Strange though it 
might seem with a name like that, Revilo P. 
is all too genuine, having been slung out of 
the John Birch Society a few years back, for 
suggesting that the world’s troubles would 
be over, if all the Jews were gassed at dawn. 

The classified ads, apart from the stan- 
dard offers of ‘‘US Army Combat 
Manuals’’, brings us a new pamphlet from 
Colin Jordan (which can be obtained for 
the princely sum of two 10p postage 
stamps). Mr Jordan was the founder of 
British Movement, but even the most 
unbending of British Nazis found his sort 
of Fiihrership a bit too unbending. And so 
he drifted out of things, to sit in the coun- 
tryside with his fantasies, shiny boots and 


well-pressed drill shirts. 

Many years ago Mr Jordan competed 
with John Tyndall for the band of an Aryan 
damsel. Fiihrers, more than most, hate to 
be crossed in matters of the heart, and since 
then the two have been careful to wear dif- 
ferent uniforms. But fate has some curious 
tricks to play on the star-crossed, and snug- 
gling up to Mr Jordan’s generous bargain 
for twenty pee, we have Mr T offering tape 
recordings of himself giving important 
speeches. ‘‘This recording’’, orders the 
Fiihrer of the New National Front, ‘‘is a 
MUST for your tape library’’. 

The same command, not surprisingly, is 
to be found in the pages of January’s 
Spearhead. Here the ad finds itself 
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alongside what Spearhead calls ‘‘A 
Degrading Picture’? — it’s a photo of 
Prince Charles with a turban on his regal 
head. Spearhead comments loftily and 
predictably: 


*‘We British do not any longer rule In- 
dia. That, however, is no reason why we 
should not continue as a nation to 
behave before our former subjects in a 
manner deserving of respect. For the 
Heir to the Throne to be seen play-acting 
in a turban does not win us this 
respect.’” 


* * * 


IF HRH doesn’t win the respect of Mr Tyn- 
dall, it might be because most of it this 
month is being channelled Mosley’s way. 
Every fascist has to make his own personal 
tribute and John Tyndall reminisces about 
his experiences with the great man. 

‘Starting off on the ‘Well I remember 
him’ sort of tack, Tyndall, nevertheless, has 
to admit that he only once met with the 
Great Sir O. And then for only an hour: 
‘*The meeting, which had been arranged by 
a mutual friend who had hoped we might be 
able to join forces was terminated by 
Mosley abruptly as the hour struck’’. No, 
no, it wasn’t a snub: ‘“‘rightly’’, says Tyn- 
dall, since the two Great Minds had agreed 
to differ about points of Absolute Impor- 
tance. And what an impression that hour 
has made on the national saviour of the 
New National Front: ‘‘I have long believed 
that in this advanced crisis of our civilisa- 
tion we can only be saved by exceptional 
men, and there was no doubt that Mosley 
was an exceptional man’’. 

So exceptional in fact that he’s just like 
Mr T. Many things do they share in com- 
mon. Like Sir O, Mr T was a bit too en- 
thusiastic in his youth about uniforms and 
salutes, and for the same reasons: ‘‘I was 
myself associated with a project in the early 


sixties which made the same mistakes as 
Mosley was accused of making in the 
1930s’’. You know, all the stiff right arms 
and clicking of heels; it was only a slight 
miscalculation, because the British public 
weren’t quite ready to accept all that 
malarkey. But still Sir O and Mr T made 
their mistakes (which could happen to 
anybody) with the very best of youthful in- 
tentions: 


“The fault lay in a lack of proportion 
that is often the sin of youth. In a later 
age, when hopefully values have chang- 
ed, youthful indiscretion committed in 
dedication to race and country may ap- 
pear as a lesser crime than a lifetime of 
inaction while race and country rotted.”’ 


NOT that Sir O was a ‘‘failure’’. No, no, 
no. The whole country was just about to 
flock to his banner when, sad to say, war 
broke out and his potential for political suc- 
cess ‘‘was never justly put to the test’’. One 
must always bear in mind that Mr T in no 
way thinks that the war happening to break 
out was connected in the slightest with the 
antics of Mosley’s friend, Hitler. 

Anyway all that’s water under the bridge, 
and men of destiny like Mr T and Sir O are 
not the sort of moaning minnies to cry over 
past events. What’s now required is a frank 
and fearless discussion of Great Ideas, and 
Great though Sir O’s might have been, 
there are even Greater ones about 
nowadays. 

Let Mr T explain: ‘‘Having stressed 
where Mosley was right, I come now to the 
issue over which I believe him to have been 
disastrously wrong: his adoption of the 
concept of European Union’’. Now, of 
course, the two Great Men saw eye to eye 
on the importance of race, favouring ‘‘a 
transcendent racial loyalty and ideal in 
which our allegiance is to Greatness — as 
opposed to Smallness (in the spiritual 
sense)’’. 

The trouble was that Sir O’s European 
business opened the way to a transcendent 
alliance with ‘‘Italians, Iberians and 
Greeks’’ and other dubious (in a spiritual 
sense) racial types. 

What all right-thinking chaps require is 
not a European Union, but an Anglo-Saxon 
Union and ‘‘we should not forget that 
about half of Anglo-Saxondom today 
resides in the United States of America’’. 

When two implacable Fihhrers meet face 
to face, there can be no compromise. 
Whether they’re fighting for the favours of 
a Nordic blonde, or whether they’re argu- 
ing the toss about the merits of Anglo- 
Saxondom versus Racial Europedom, each 
must show his stout resolution. So, when 
the clock chimes, they can leave their 
discussions and make straight for the 
typewriter. And there, in a frenzy of racial 
energy, they bang out their fantasies for the 
next round of fascist magazines. Sir O may 
have departed for the great parade-ground 
in the sky, but no doubt someone, perhaps 
in League Review, is already preparing the 
same ideas for next month’s issue. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


BOLIVIA 


Nazi war criminal 
adviser to junta 


THE MILITARY junta which seiz- 
ed power in Bolivia last July and in- 
stituted a regime of terror excep- 
tional even amongst Latin 
American dictatorships, has as one 
of its advisors on repression a 
fugitive Nazi war criminal — Klaus 
Altmann-Barbie, still known in 


France as ‘the butcher of Lyons’. 


Klaus Altmann-Barbie. 

In the wake of the generals’ coup, 
democratic resistance in Bolivia has been 
crushed. Many oppositionists are dead, 
others are held in gaol. When he is not 


supervising the ‘‘interrogation’’ of 
prisoners Altmann can be found moving in 
the circles of the rich and powerful in La 
Paz. Always he is accompanied by an arm- 
ed and threatening ‘secretary’ provided by 
the junta, whose main role seems to be 
discouraging unwelcome press curiosity 
about one of the regime’s most important 
advisers. 

In 1944, as ‘Hauptsturmfuhrer’ in the 
SS, Altmann led the crushing of the Jewish 
ghetto in Amsterdam, and _ personally 
supervised the execution squads which shot 
leaders of the uprising. Two years previous- 
ly he had been put in charge of a special 
120-strong commando unit charged with 
wiping out the resistance in southern 
France. 20,000 people were killed during 
the operation. 

At the end of the war he evaded British 
and American troops to escape to south 
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America. His escape, organised by the 
ODESSA, was through Austria and Italy 
where he was helped by Professor 
Draganovic, a Croatian exile and confidant 
of Alois Hudal, the German bishop at the 
Vatican. Hudal was well connected into the 
Vatican heirarchy, and was later appointed 
‘Papal Throne Assistant’. From 
Draganovic Altmann obtained Red Cross 
papers; at the Argentine Immigration Com- 
mission he was given a visa for Bolivia, 
where he went in 1951. Twenty years later 
he received Bolivian citizenship, largely as a 
result of his work for the police and security 
services, and for his contacts with the 
Austrian munitions manufacturer Steyr- 
Daimler-Puch which led to the sale of 100 


tanks to the Bolivian government. In 1977 
he travelled to Europe on a diplomatic 
passport visiting France and Geremany. A 
year later the French and Israeli govern- 
ments discovered who he was, and the 
French applied for his extradition. But by 
this time he had established himself: after a 
few months detention in Bolivia he was 
released by dictator Hugo Banzar and the 
extradition request was turned down by a 
Bolivian court. At the time Altmann-Barbie 
declared ‘‘I repent nothing! I was and I re- 
main a Nazi’’. 

Only Banzar’s departure in 1978 
threatened Altmann’s security, so it was 
hardly surprising to find him involved in 
last years army coup. His role in the events 
was first revealed by the Bolivian Consul in 
Hamburg who announced that ‘‘Klaus Bar- 
bie has trained the interrogation and torture 
specialists of our secret services’’. 

Altmann’s connection into the coup’s 
leadership was through Luis Arce Gomez, a 
young military high flyer who rose rapidly 
to head the Military Secret Service. Gomez 


Luis Arce Gomez. 


actually planned the coup together with a 
close circle of personal friends and advisers, 
one of whom was Klaus Altmann-Barbie. 
As head of the police, the secret police and 
the judiciary Gomez is now one of the most 
powerful men in Bolivia, and with Altmann 
is responsible for the current witch hunt of 
oppositionists and democrats. 


General Hugo Banzer. 


Now, better protected than ever, 
Altmann-Barbie still works hard to avoid 
attention. He drives an inconspicuous 1960 
Volkswagen Beetle (Reg. 5-2988), and lives 
on the fourth floor of an anonymous- 
looking block of flats on the Avenue of 
20th October in La Paz. His only visitors 
are people he knows well: unwelcome 
callers are warned off by his officially pro- 
vided ‘secretary’. At night the man who has 
twice been sentenced to death in France for 
war crimes sleeps peacefully beneath a large 
oil portrait of Adolf Hitler. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


International Fascist 
liaison man arrested 
in South Africa 


SOUTH AFRICAN security police ar- 
rested four members of the extreme- 
right wing terrorist group Wit Kom- 
mando (White Commando) on 
February 11. Although the group uses 
an Afrikaans title only one of those ar- 
rested is in fact Afrikaan. The most im- 
portant of the four is Max Bollo, a 
member of the ‘‘Black International’’, 
the international Fascist Movement 
who has contacts with hard line Italian 
Nazi groups who regard the Neo- 
Fascist MSI led by Almirante as soft. 
Bollo is aiso said to have been one of 
the fund raisers for the South African 
National Front and has contacts with 
The League of St George. 

Another interesting name is Mrs Hug- 
gett. Could she be the same Mrs Huggett 
who used to work for the National Front in 
its early days and was its honorary secretary 
who worked closely with Andrew Foun- 
taine, now leader of the National Front 
Constitutional Movement? 


WEST GERMANY 


Banned Nazi group 
still has access 
to funds 


DESPITE THE confirmation of a 
Federal Court in Berlin of the banning 
of the paramilitary Wehrsportegruppe 
Hoffman Truppe by the Interior 
Ministry, there is every indication that 
the organisation will have little trouble 
reconstituting itself under a different 
name. Weapons charges which would 
have made it impossible for the WSG 
to regroup under another name have 
not been brought. Nor does the bann- 
ing order extend to a prohibition on 
‘‘substitute organisations’’. 

The group will also, it seems, have access 
to funds; when the authorities took posses- 
sion of the WSG bank account, they ap- 
parently overlooked the account of the ‘Cir- 
cle of Friends’ of the WSG, and now new 
proceedings would have to be instituted to 
seize funds held in that account. The ex- 
istence of the ‘Circle of Friends’ was first 
revealed as long ago as December 1976, and 
its main stated objective was ‘‘to organise 
the material preconditions for the main- 
tainance and expansion of the WSG’’. The 
circle acted as a conduit for funds from 
wealthy supporters, including Dr Gerhard 
Frey, editor of the NPD National 
Newspaper who paid an DM8000 fine for 
Hoffman, and Dr Herbert Veigel, President 
of the Dentists Federation. 


Well-connected 
fascist shot 


FRANK SCHUBERT, the young 
right-winger shot dead during a gun 
battle on the German-Swiss border in 
which two border guards were killed 
was a member of a militant Nazi group 
and had connections with the French 
Nazi organisation FANE (now FNE). 

Only a year ago, Schubert is known to 
have attended an international fascist con- 
gress held at the Sofitel Hotel at Roissy and 
at the Chateau Savoyard in Paris. He was a 
known member of the Volksozialistische 
Bewegungs Deutschlands (VSBD) which 
maintains close contact with another group, 
the Volksozialistische Deutsche Partei 
(VSDP). The VSDP in turn has co-operated 
closely in the past with the Italian Francesco 
Donini’s National Socialist Party. Donini 
was one of the people in Bologna visited on- 
ly a fortnight before the railway station 
bombing, by Paul-Louis Durand, the 
French policeman exposed after the bomb- 
ing as FANE’s link man with Italian fascist 
organisations. 

Schubert himself is known to have spent 
a considerable amount of time in Paris, and 
to have travelled there for a meeting with 
leaders of FANE immediately after the 
Bologna outrage. The border shooting is 
thought to have broken out while Schubert 
and an accomplice were trying to smuggle 
arms into West Germany. 


Faci arrested 


MICHEL FACI (alias Michel Leloup) 
leading FANE militant and theoretician of 
the ‘strategy of tension’, was arrested in 
Martinique in mid-January. He is accused 
of the theft of cheque books and passports, 
and was caught trying to pass a dud cheque 
in a jewellery shop. 

Police do not however, suspect him of 
being involved in the arson attack which 
destroyed a courthouse opposite the hotel 
in which he was staying in Fort de France. 


SPAIN 


Arms found in 
police raids 


AFTER THE murder of fascist youth 
leader Juan Ignacio Gonzales Ramirez 
in a settling of scores by other fascists, 
police in Madrid and Velencia have ar- 
rested twenty-one right-wingers. 

During the arrests — which included 
three women — police uncovered a large 
cache of weapons. Those arrested have 
been charged with armed robberies, extor- 
tion, armed attacks and weapons offences. 

The raids came only one week after a 
fascist bomb destroyed the offices of the 
Socialist Party in Valladolid, and only days 
after renewed demands in the Spanish 
Parliament for an explanation of the 
police’s lack of success in bringing fascist 
terrorists to trial. 


NEW ZEALAND 


Social Credit 
denies links with 
League of Rights 


NEW ZEALAND’S third major party, 
Social Credit, has been troubled during 
1980 by accusations that it still adhered 
to the anti-Semitic and fascist arguments 
of the world-wide founder of Social 
Credit, Major Douglas. The accusations 
began with a Labour Party document 
published in May which argued that the 
economic theories of Douglas were used 
by the German government in the 1920s 
and subsequently produced an 
‘economic shambles’ which allowed 
Hitler to come to power. The pamphlet 
went on to note that the later writings of 
Douglas were overtly anti-Semitic and 
attributed the world’s financial, pro- 
blems to the actions of the Jews. By im- 
plication, modern Social Crediters still 
supported these views. The pamphlet 
was used in two Auckland by-elections, 
one of which was won by the Social 
Credit candidate. 

The response of the Social Credit par- 
ty hierarchy was to deny that they sup- 
ported in any way the anti-Semitism of 
Douglas’s later publications. But their 
denials were dampened by a press in- 
vestigation which showed that Social 
Credit material was being officially 
distributed through two extreme right 
wing organisations, Western Destiny 
Publications and the League of Rights. 
The latter group is a racist group whose 
strength appears to be growing as they 
operate behind a series of fronts as well 
as under their own name. When ap- 
proached by the media, the president of 
the League of Rights stated that they 
wholeheartedly supported Social Credit 
and ‘‘the League accepted all Douglas’ 
writings — ‘we don’t like the way Social 
Credit bucks at some of his books’.”’ 

Again, Social Credit denied the links 
and publically criticised the League of 
Rights for its racism and neo-Nazi 
ideologies. The party is clearly em- 
barassed by its links with the extreme 
right and in the past has felt it necessary 
to act against the League of Rights 
presence in its midst. They expelled a 
woman from their Dunedin branch 
because of her League membership and 
support of the Protocols of Zion. And 
the issue will no doubt appear again. 

Part of the sequel was interesting. A 
Labour member of parliament asked in 
the House whether the League of Rights 
was classified as subversive by the 
Security Intelligence Service, as is the 
case in Australia. Apparently, the New 
Zealand Security Service does not regard 
it as being siibversive. 


On February 13 a meeting took 
place between David Lane, chair- 
man of the Commission for Racial 
Equality, and members of the Foot- 
ball Association, on the subject of 
right wing recruitment at football 
grounds. It remains to be seen as to 
whether any action will follow. In 
the meantime, Searchlight reviews a 
disturbing report of neo-Nazis on 
the terraces. 

Football and the Fascists. Report 
available from Centre for Contem- 
porary Studies, 163/165 Shoreditch 
High Street, London E1 6HU. 


In their analysis of fascist influence and ac- 
tivity on the football terraces with Nazi 
chants, Hitler salutes, racist abuse of black 
players and literature sales and leafletting, 
to say nothing of the racially motivated at- 
tacks that accompany these activities, the 
Centre for Contemporary Studies drew the 
conclusion that most clubs wouldn’t even 
accept that such activities had taken place. 
It was, many claimed, press exaggeration 
and the sensationalisation of the actions of 
a mere handful of people. Other clubs felt it 
wasn’t really their business to deal with 
issues like that; Ken Friar of Arsenal gave a 
response heard all too often; ‘“‘the less 
publicity it received, the less acute would be 
its effect’’. 

Len Eppel of Milwall, according to the 
study, ‘‘did not agree that his club should 
shoulder what were in effect society’s pro- 
blems’’. The incidents, described by more 
than one newspaper, during the West Ham- 
Tottenham League Cup match on 
December 3 1980 were, in the words of the 
New Standard, ‘‘indiscriminate and bloody 
. .. the racial tension throughout the game 
was sickening. Most of the anti-Jewish and 
coloured taunts came from West Ham sup- 
porters, many of whom were wearing Na- 
tional Front and British Movement in- 
signias . . . tension was increased by racist 
chants and fascist salutes’’. But despite all 
the press comments, both the club and the 
police denied that there was any racist trou- 
ble at West Ham or at other grounds. 

This attitude is at odds with claims made 
by the Young National Front in its paper 
Bulldog, which openly boasts of its ac- 
tivities at a number of grounds where they 
have managed to recruit and extend their 
influence amongst certain sections of young 
people. The report pointedly comments, “‘. 
. . it is precisely because the clubs have fail- 
ed in the past to act decisively or effectively 
against football violence that the National 
Front and British Movement and others 
have been encouraged to mount their 
recruitment operations there. Thus the ran- 
dom and arbitrary violence of the skinhead 
becomes the political and organised 
violence of the Nazis’’. 

In the face of the evidence collected in 
this report it is cler that the clubs themselves 
seem to have an attitude of indifference. 
The only clubs singled out as having any 
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FASCISTS ON THE TERRACES 


real concern were Chelsea and Aston Villa, 
and the Sports Ministry made the expected 
comment, ‘‘the Minister will want an in- 
vestigation’’. 

The CCS report doesn’t pretend to give 
all the answers but its recommendations are 
a beginning for concerted action, par- 
ticularly its comments on the positive role 
both clubs and players could and should be 
playing. 


* * * 


NF MOB AT SOCCER MATCH 


A gang of National Front members attacked 2 
men who refused the leaflets they were handing 
out at a Barnet v Peterborough match at 
Underhill last December. Steven Keble-Martin 
stated in court that he was watching the match 


with a friend, when they were approached by a 
group of National Front supporters handing out 
leaflets. He said ‘When we refused the leaflets, 
they became abusive, and started shouting: 
‘Your’re Yids’, and ‘You’re Commies’.’’ Keble- 
Martin said that one of the National Front sup- 
porters aimed a blow at him with a cosh, and he 
tried to protect himself. The other National 
Front supporters then joined in and he and his 
friend were attacked by about 20 of them. 

Among those who are believed to have taken 
part in the attack, are John O’Connor, of Grove 
Road, Hornsey, Charles Sergeant, believed to be 
a member of the British Movement, of Fordham 
Road, New Barnet, and Richard Abner, of Orp- 
ington Road Winchmore Hill. They all admitted 
threatening behaviour, and were fined sums of 
between £50 and £150. Keble-Martin was himself 
charged with threatening behaviour, but given an 
absolute discharge. 


LEAVE OUR 
SHED ALONE 


WARNING! Rich businessmen are trying to destroy our Shed! 


Unless we, the Chelsea fans, do something to stop them, 
Martin Spencer and the rich Chelsea directors will pull our 
Shed down. They want to sell a large chunk of the Shed end 
to wealthy property speculators. And they want to pull down 
the terraces so that they can build a posh stand only for the 


rich. 


Spencer, Mears and the other directors at Chelsea want to 


tum the Shed into a two-tier all seat stand. 
then cost anything up _to £10. 


Tickets will 


CHELSEA FANS MUST FIGHT BACK! 


Chelsea supporters must resist any attempt to destroy the 
Shed. The fans in the Shed are the most loyal fans of all 


and we demand a fair deal! 


The Shed is always fairly full, while the Bast Stand is 


usually half empty. 
Mears. 


THE CHELSEA NF DEMANDS THAT 


We are the real fans not Spencer and 


e Spencer and Mears should keep their hands off the 


Shed. 


The interests of loyal Chelsea fans are put before 
those of rich Jewish property speculators. 


@ te running of the team should be left to footballers 
like Geoff Hurst and not to businessmen who are only 


interested in profits. 


Published by the Chelsea NF, P.O. Box 116, Harrow, Middlesex. 
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Searchlight received this leaflet showing the NF’s latest popularist recruiting campaign, ac- 


companied by this complimentary note. 


ARTICLES IN two leading police 
journals have warned lately of the real 
danger of Nazi terrorism of the type 
which has been experienced recently in 
Bologna, Munich and Paris occurring 
in Britain. 

In Police Review in February, Brian 
Hilliard cites evidence that Nazis in this 
country have been engaged in paramilitary 
training and in stockpiling quantities of 
arms and ammunition. He confirms reports 
which first appeared in Searchlight that at 
last years Nazi gathering at Diksmuide ‘‘the 
highlight is reported to have been a meeting 
of British, French, Italian and American 
fascists to discuss methods of transporting 
the arms freely available through their 
United States sympathisers’’. The article 
also confirms our reports that mercenaries 
have been involved in Nazi military train- 
ing. 

An earlier article by Massimo Sartori in 
the Police Federation magazine Police, 
warns of the danger of future co-ordinated 
terrorist activity by Europe’s fascist groups, 
although it goes on to echo the as yet un- 
substantiated claims of Italian and French 
newspapers that the ‘hidden hand’ behind 
the attacks to date is that of Libya’s Col- 
onel Ghaddafi. 


NF STILL FACES 


THE NATIONAL FRONT?’s move to new 
premises in Streatham has left them facing 
considerable administrative problems and 
growing friction amongst the leadership. 
Derrick Day, who acted as security guard at 
their old headquarters at Excalibur House, 
was bitter over the enforced move and has 
threatened to resign. Apparently he wanted 
to put up some form of token resistance but 
was over-ruled. 

When Hackney Council officials moved 
in they found quite a lot of damage to the 
interior and excrement on the walls. Yet 
another example that the Front’s policy 
statements about ‘discipline, law and order’ 
are of the ‘‘do as we say not as we do’”’ 
category, obviously not aimed at their own 
members. 

They obviously do not believe in paying 
their rates, and as a consequence it seems 
that Hackney Council have decided to take 
legal action against vice-chairman Richard 
Verrall and national organiser Martin 
Webster to recover a sum in excess of 
£11,000. But this is not the end of their pro- 
blems since, as we have reported in our last 
issue, they now face strong opposition from 
the council in whose area their new head- 
quarters are situated. 


Racist murderer 


Shouts ‘‘Sieg Heil’’ 


PAUL MULLERY, A_ 17-YEAR-OLD 
SKINHEAD convicted of the murder of Mr 
Akhtar Ali Baig on a London street, 
shouted ‘‘Sieg Heil’’ as he was led from the 
dock. Mullery, of Lonsdale Avenue, East 
Ham, was ordered to be detained during 
Her Majesty’ pleasure by the judge, Mr 
Justice Russell. Mullery swore at the judge 
and jury and shouted ‘‘All for a fucking 
Paki’’, as he was led away. Mr Justice 
Russell said the killing was ‘‘plainly 
motivated by sheer racial hatred’’. 

James Parker, 17, another skinhead of 
Milton Avenue, East Ham, was sent for 
Bortstal training for assaulting Mr Baig. Mr 
Justice Russell said that Parker, although 
immature, ‘‘entertained extremely unplea- 
sant and unhealthy views as to the immigra- 
tion problem’’. When the police searched 
Parker’s bedroom, they found material 
bearing the swastika and the letters ‘‘NF’’. 
There was also a hat with ‘‘NF’’ and 
‘*Pakistanis Out’’ written on it. 


Mr Baig, aged 29, and recently married 
was returning from the local library to his 
home at Ruskin Avenue, Manor Park, last 
July when the attack occurred. Mullery and 
Parker were with two schoolgirls who pun- 
ched Mr Baig, and pulled his hair. Mullery 
and Parker then punched and kicked him 
before Mullery pulled out a sheath knife, 
and stabbed Mr Baig in the heart to leave 
him dying on the pavement with a 6 inch 
deep wound. Witnesses described how the 
attack was completely unprovoked. 

Mr Baig, who was a BSc graduate study- 
ing accounting, leaves a widow and a young 
child. Mr Baig’s brother, Mohammed, 
described Akhtar as ‘‘a quiet and con- 
siderate gentle man’’. 

During the trial, Detective Superinten- 
dant Thomas Smith said Parker was very 
calm, bumptious and laughing after the at- 
tack and that neither he nor Mullery had 
shown any remorse or regret. 


HQ PROBLEMS 


The Front are desperate to play for time 
since they are hoping to win their court bat- 
tle with the breakaway NF Constitutional 
Movement for control of NF Properties Ltd 
in the Spring. According to the Organisers’ 
Bulletin, if they do gain control, they hope 
to raise enough money to secure another 
property. Organisers are instructed to tell 
members only to send enquiries regarding 
NF publications and booklists to Chatham 
Publishing Co., Streatham, and anything to 
do with party administration should be sent 
to a PO Box number in EC2, which is 
claimed to be the headquarters. 

Webster tells the regional branch and 
group Officials that Richard Verrall is the 
‘principal partner’ in Chatham Publishing 
and that he (Webster) is an employee. The 
strange thing is however that at Company 
House Richard Verrall does not appear as a 
partner, and only two names are shown; 
Stephen Hook and Michael Forsyth-Grant, 
who owns a 1,000 acre farm at Montrose, 
Scotland and is a farmer, timber merchant 
and company director. Forsyth-Grant was 
featured in an article in Searchlight 43 in 
which we quoted his comments to the 
Glasgow Sunday Mail: ‘‘I believe in a 
strong centre party. That’s why I sym- 
pathise with the National Front. I call 
myself a National Socialist. The world’s 
greatest National Socialist was Adolf 
Hitler. Fascism is greatly misunderstood in 
this country’’. 

Organisers are told to tell members that 
they ‘‘would be welcome to visit the 
premises during normal office hours and at 
other times by prior arrangement (sic)’’. 
The bulletin concludes: ‘‘Do not answer 
any press enquiries concerning the above 
arrangements. Refer to Mr Verrall (sic)’’. 

Since an office staff cannot work inside a 
PO Box unless of course they are Monty 
Python characters, the mail sent there will 
have to be collected for the staff to deal 
with. Bulletins, press statements and other 
documents will all bear the PO Box 
number, but will obviously be produced 
elsewhere. Since the activities organiser and 
vice-chairman who appear to be the two 
main spokespeople for the NF, are at the 
Streatham premises, it looks as though 
Chatham Publishing will really be the head- 
quarters. 

Meanwhile rumours abound that Martin 
Webster has been showing signs of strain 
that have led to somewhat more than 
heated exchanges between himself and cer- 
tain members of the leadership. He was also 
upset over what appears to be a faked 
photograph recently circulated showing 
him in a compromising situation. The dirty 
tricks department of the various factions 
are obviously not pulling their punches as 
the internal struggle continues. 


15 


oe ; 
The house in New Cross after the fire. 


sss 


et se Aa See 


LON. 


Re 
Patt 


% aS | 
Claud Hilliman. 


Why Black People 
Feel Threatened 


On January 18 a fire at a West Indian birth- 
day party in New Cross, South East Lon- 
don, claimed 13 lives and maimed many 
more. Earlier that same day the New Na- 
tional Front had marched in Birmingham to 
protest at the ‘“‘lenient treatment’’ and 
‘‘softness’’ of the police following a much 
publicised West Indian party in Ladywood 
that lasted for nine days. Compared to the 
publicity the media gave to the Ladywood 
incident and the subsequent comments by 
Birmingham MP Jill Knight, the New Cross 
tragedy has quickly faded from the front 
page. 

There is a unanimous belief amongst 
black people that the fire was started 
deliberately and there is anger amongst 
many of the bereaved that no message of 
sympathy was forthcoming from the Prime 
Minister or a senior minister. Despite the 
magnitude of the tragedy the media 
coverage has not relected the intensity of 
feeling and calls for action within the black 
community. Compare that with the 
coverage of the St. Pauls ‘riots’ ,. Lewisham 
1977, the Notting Hill Carnival, or even 
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Southall 1979. Nor, many feel, has the anti- 
racist movement responded as it should 
have done. 

It should occasion no surprise that there 
is strong belief that the fire was an act of ar- 
son by one of the fascist organisations in 
the area. The police may well consider that 
there is not yet sufficient evidence to sup- 
port the claim but the facts of life in a 
number of areas of London, and other 
parts of the country, have led black people 
to believe that this tragic incident was the 
latest in a catalogue of violent racist attacks 
that have gone undetected. Racist gangs on 
the streets, the underground and football 
terraces have increasingly made their 
presence felt. And smaller ‘hit’ groups have 
carried out more selective attacks on in- 
dividuals and premises. 


Eleven separate attacks 


Two recent incidents indicate the climate 
of fear being created by racist terror tactics. 
In Northampton’s St. James district 


Mohammed Ansar has had to board up the 
doors and windows of his house following 
no fewer than eleven separate attacks in 
which missiles where hurled into his home. 
And other Asians in the same district have 
also had their houses attacked. The Com- 
munity Relations Council and Labour 
Councillor John Dickie have said that the 
attacks are racially motivated and 
distributed hundreds of leaflets in the area. 
The police however say there is no evidence 
that this is the case, but at the beginning of 
January the former National Front 
Parliamentary candidate Marilyn James 
pointedly repeated the statement she made 
when she resigned from the NF, to the Nor- 
thampton Chronicle and Echo: ‘‘. . . the 
party is being taken over by thugs’’. 


**Next time it will be worse’’ 


The Singh family of Martello Street, 
Hackney were the victims of an arson at- 
tack following threatening phone calls 
claiming to be from the Front, in which the 
entrance hall and most of the stairs were 
burned. Since then they have tried to get the 
council to move them without success 
despite the fact that they have received 
more calls telling them ‘‘Next time it will be 
worse’’. The council response was that the 
Health Inspector had passed the house as 
habitable and ‘‘We cannot transfer people 
simply because they complain they are get- 
ting threats. Anyone could then tell us they 
are being threatened’’. Not the attitude of 
the headmaster of the local Gayhurst 
Primary School Mike Mulraney who called 
round and found them huddled together 
because of their fear. He said ‘‘I don’t 
think the place is fit to keep dogs’’. Coun. 
Dinah Morley was equally forthright: ‘‘I 
am appalled that we are expecting people to 
live in these physical conditions. They are 
living in very real fear for their safety’’. It 
took an action committee and a campaign 
to get the council to agree to move the 
Singh family in February, following the in- 
terruption of the Hackney Council Meeting 
on January 28 by local Asians calling on the 
council to give Mr Singh a fair hearing. 

In both these cases the authorities and the 
police were not prepared to accept that the 
attacks were racist and it is this persistent 
refusal in many similar reported cases to ac- 
cept that racism is the motive inspired by 
the activities of the Front or British Move- 
ment activists that causes real anger 
amongst the ethnic minorities. 

The New Cross tragedy is no exception in 
this respect. The police and media have 
done all they could to throw doubt on a 
racist interpretation — a West Indian was 
seen outside, or driving away at high speed, 
or West Indians had been refused entry and 
might have wanted revenge, or a TV set 
itself alight, or drugs and drink were 
responsible, or it was an inside job. Black 
groups have been gathering their evidence 
to counter these claims and reporting back 
to mass meetings on their findings. West In- 
dian World and the West Indian Standing 
Conference have offered a reward of £5,000 
for information on the fire and a national 
day of action has been called for March 
2nd. 


The main extensions of police power are: 


— generalised power to stop and search 
anyone suspected of carrying anything 
they should not be; 

— power of arrest for all 
punishable by imprisonment; 

— power to detain witnesses who won’t 
give their name and address; 

— power to hold arrested suspects for ques- 
tioning indefinitely subject to review by 
magistrate every 24 hours; 

— power to set up road blocks and random 
checks; 

— power to search for evidence in premises 
of those not suspected of crime; 

— power to take fingerprints of anyone ag- 
ed 10 or over, by force if necessary, not 
to require magistrates consent; 

— power to take body samples by force if 
necessary. 


offences 


“*Abuse of these powers (to set up road 
blocks and detain witnesses) would so ob- 
viously create a risk of public anger that it is 
difficult to imagine the police using them 
save in rare emergencies’’, says Michael 
Zender in a piece in the Guardian (28.1.81) 
in an attempt to reassure us. Submissions 
by the Institute of Race Relations in 
evidence to the Royal Commission (Police 
Against Black People), cited hundreds of 
examples of flagrant abuses of police 
powers in relation to the black community 
in every area — stop and search, detention, 
arrest, treatment of juveniles, identification 
procedures, fingerprinting, obtaining con- 
fessions, bail decisions, charging. 

What criteria will the police have for 
reasonable suspicion that a person is carry- 
ing an offensive weapon, when in the past, 
Afro-combs, Sikh bangles, chapattis, 
hockey sticks and umbrellas have all been 
felt by the police to be equally ‘offensive’? 
What of the criteria for setting up road 
blocks and detaining witnesses, when in the 
past the police have frequently used these 


tactics on the pretext of ‘searching for a 
suspect’ to harass a whole community, 
most recently in Notting Hill? And what of 
the criteria in deciding whether fingerprin- 
ting is appropriate — when in the past, 
routine fingerprinting has been carried out 
on people arrested on demonstrations for 
obstruction of the highway, and those peo- 
ple threatened with overnight detention 
unless they ‘consent’? 


Police accountability 


At the root of police abuse of their powers 
is lack of accountability. The only way ef- 
fectively to protect both ‘‘the interests of 
the community in bringing offenders to 
justice and . . . the rights and liberties of 
persons suspected or accused of crime’’ is 
to make the police force accountable for its 
actions and its policing priorities to that 
community. But the police have never been 
less accountable to the communities whose 
freedoms they are supposed to be preserv- 
ing than they are now. Specialist forces like 
the SPG and the Illegal Immigration In- 
telligence Unit acknowledge no respon- 
sibility to the areas they home in on and 
‘clean up’. Local forces, even those outside 
London who have police authorities to 
whom they are in theory accountable, in 
practice often refuse to discuss with them 
anything of importance. Up and down the 
country black communities are demanding 
from their police, protection from racist at- 
tacks which are becoming an everyday oc- 
currence. And yet in no police force has this 
vital need been translated into a policing 
priority. 

The Commission, whose brief it was to 
effect the balance of a community’s 
freedoms, completely sidetracks the issue 
by equating accountability with openness 
— decisions must be written down, approv- 
ed by senior officers and occasionally by 
magistrates (a process acknowledged 


elsewhere in the Report as nothing more 
than a rubber stamp for police actions). 
The Commission’s narrow definition of ac- 
countability — that the police be accoun- 
table to the police and sometimes to the 
magistrate, but never to the public — 
allows the question of policing priorities to 
go completely unnoticed by them. For ex- 
ample, all the evidence relating to police in- 
volvement in enforcing the immigration 
law, the conduct of fishing raids for illegal 
immigrants, for example, was ignored by 
the Commission. 


Safeguards 


The safeguards proposed by the Commis- 
sion are, as black people everywhere in Bri- 
tain will testify, not worth the paper they’re 
written on, as long as they remain matters 
for the police internal disciplinary code and 
action through the courts. The Complaints 
Procedure is a farce which, far from obtain- 
ing redress for those who complain, can 
provoke retaliatory measures by police 
complained about. Civil proceedings for 
compensation for assault or wrongful 
detention are prohibitively expensive and 
take years. Mention of police brutality, 
fabrication of evidence or breaches of 
Judges’ Rules in court provokes defensive 
anger from the magistrate or judge, many 
of whom detest criticism of the police. The 
Commission’s refusal to recommend the ex- 
clusion in court of evidence illegally obtain- 
ed by the police illustrates the depth of their 
failure to call the police to account in any 
public forum. 

Black people in this country have made 
their voice heard about their experience of a 
police force with power but no accoun- 
tability. The majority on the Commission 
have not heeded that voice. Wilfred Wood 
is pressing for a separate enquiry on police- 
black relations ‘‘as a matter of urgency’’. 
We take up that call. 


BRITAIN’S NEW NATIONALITY ACT 


THE GOVERNMENT’S NEW NA- 
TIONALITY law contains few surprises. 
The British Nationality Bill published in the 
middle of January is as restrictive and as 
racist as the White Paper on nationality 
which it follows closely. (The White Paper 
was dealt with in some detail in Searchlight 
September 1980.) It is clear that the govern- 
ment not only did not allow enough time 
for discussion of its proposals, five months 
from the White Paper to the Bill, but it has 
also completely ignored all the criticisms 


which it did receive from a wide range of 
black, immigrant and other anti-racist 
organisations. 

Under the new law there would be three 
new citizenships replacing the present 
Citizenship of the United Kingdom and 
Colonies (CUKC); British citizenship, 
Citizenship of the British Dependent Ter- 
ritories and British Overseas Citizenship. 
British citizens would be people born in the 
UK to a British citizen or to a parent who is 
‘settled’ here. Citizens of the British Depen- 


dent Territories would be those born in 
dependent territories; and all other CUKCs 
would be British Overseas Citizens. Of 
these categories, only British citizens would 
have the right of entry and abode in the 
United Kingdom and only they would be 
free from immigration control. They would 
be predominantly white, the others 
predominantly black. 

The transfer and acquisition of British 
citizenship would be strictly controlled. To 
become a British citizen it would not be 
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enough to be born in the UK (the present 
law) but a person would have to have a 
British parent or a parent settled here. ‘Set- 
tled’ is not defined and there are bound to 
be numbers of people unclear about their 
status as a result of this and as a result of 
the considerable complexity of the bill as a 
whole. People born in the UK to parents 
only here temporarily or under conditions 
would not be British citizens, although they 
would be entitled to become British citizens 
if the mother or father subsequently 
became settled or a British citizen. Clearly 
these provisions would require further in- 
ternal controls such as passport checking or 
other means of identifying those who are 
not settled from those who are. 

Children born abroad would be British 
citizens if one parent was born in the UK 
(or is a British citizen in Crown service and 
certain other employment). If neither 
parent, although a British citizen, had been 
born in the UK the child would have to be 
registered as a citizen at the discretion of 
the Home Secretary. 


Power of discretion 


The new law would greatly increase the 
power of the Home Secretary. He would 
have virtually unrestricted power to grant 
or refuse citizenship to large numbers of 
people. These would include Com- 
monwealth citizens settled in Britain before 
1973. They would lose their present right to 
register as British citizens if they had not ex- 
ercised it within two years of a new law and 


would instead have to apply for naturalisa- 
tion. 

All applicants for naturalisation would 
have to show that they were of ‘‘good 
character’’. This is not defined in the bill, 
nor will it be. The White Paper made clear 
that the government wanted power to 
refuse citizenship to those it regards as be- 
ing of ‘‘dubious reputation’”’ or ‘‘known to 
be working against the interests of the 
country, or to have no sense of loyalty to 
it’’, that is, to refuse citizenship to anyone 
regarded as undesirable or a nuisance. 

Applicants would also have to show a 
‘‘sufficient knowledge’? of English or 
Welsh and that they intended to live in the 
UK. They would have to have lived in the 
UK for five years with no more than 15 
months of this being spent abroad. In addi- 
tion they must not have been in breach of 
immigration law. This is vitally important 
given the present state of British immigra- 
tion law where people who have been here 
for several years are now being told by the 
Home Office and the courts that they are 
‘illegal immigrants’’ because of court rul- 
ings after they came to the UK. 

In no case would the Home Secretary 
have to give any reason for a decision and in 
no case would a court or tribunal be able to 
review his decision. 

The effect of the new law would be to 
create a British citizenship which is 
predominantly white, to create two other 
worthless citizenships carrying no real 
rights and to control even further non-white 
immigration into the UK. 


NATIONALITY BILL POSTSCRIPT 


The main, second reading, debate on the Na- 
tionality Bill took place on 28 January and pro- 
vided a forum for the overtly racist views of a 
number of Tory back-bench MPs, as well as the 
‘sophisticated’ racism of the Tory Ministers. On 
6 February the Home Secretary announced two 
major (though not fundamental) changes that 
are to be made in the Bill. Significantly, the 
changes are in areas that could have been 
challenged in the European Human Rights 
Court. The first replaces the requirement that 
children born in the UK would only be eligible 
for British citizenship if one of the parents is 
British, with a 10 year residence requirement for 
those born in the UK who do not acquire citizen- 
ship by birth. The second, makes eligible 
children born outside the UK whose parents ac- 
quired British citizenship by registration or 
naturalisation to become British citizens. 

However, these amendments are to be made in 
the ‘Committee’ stage of the Bill, and, thanks to 
the Labour Party whips, this committee will in- 
clude arch racist MP, Enoch Powell. (The Con- 
servative racist Tony Marlow is also on the com- 
mittee.) Back in 1979 Powell outlined his own 
proposals on Nationality which excluded anyone 
not British by descent. His proposals effectively 
sought to exclude all black people, whether born 
in the UK or not, from citizenship. 


Carty AGAINST 
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SCRAP THE 
NEW SUS NOW 


DID YOU KNOW that the Criminal Justice 
Bill abolishes the notorious ‘Sus’ law in one 
clause and then brings it back in two more? 
There are two new offences which have 
been created under this Bill, both of which 
appear to have the same function as the old 
section 4 of the Vagrancy Act. Both will 
allow the police to pick anyone up without 
any evidence, without any victim, and once 
again the accused could be appearing in the 
magistrates court. 

One clause, (9) makes it an offence to in- 
terfere with motor vehicles. Already there is 
an offence of stealing, driving away, 
damaging or stealing from a motor vehicle, 
but under this new clause merely looking in 
a car window could be construed as an of- 
fence. Clauses 1 and 2 create a new law on 
attempt written into statute, whereby to at- 
tempt an impossible crime would be an of- 
fence. Hence attempting to pick an empty 
pocket would be an offence, and no witness 
or victim need be produced. A policeman 
need only say he saw someone reaching 
his/her hand towards someone’s handbag 
as if with the intention to ‘dip’ and ‘Sus’ is 
restored (except that attempt to steal would 
be triable by jury). 

There is a Parliamentary Committee 
which will be debating amendments to the 
Bill, so it is important to campaign against 
it now (except clause 8 which abolishes old 
‘Sus’) and to make local groups aware that 
the fight to scrap ‘Sus’ is still to be won. 
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Wolcott’s land of 
racist images 


A ‘BUMBLING STUMBLING’ Lon- 
don detective — that was Bernard 
Cribbins in a recent TV ‘thriller’ — 
made the kind of stock use of race pre- 
judice we are accustomed to on the 
media. The opening sequences: a street 
scene in a cosmopolitan area of North 
London, where, after a listing of 101 
ethnic varieties of inhabitants we are 
told that some of the original Lon- 
doners still live. Our hero is called to a 
house where a man has gone beserk 
with an axe, is greeted by a little old 
Irish lady and ‘‘he’s drunk a bottle of 
rum already today’’. Our mad axe-man 
is of course a large but stupid West In- 
dian. And so forth. 


Winston Churchill Wolcott carries the 
fight against the ‘invaders’ several stages 
further — racism 1980s style as against 
racism 1950s style. The format is that of the 
multi-part TV thriller with plenty of fast 
moving action. The central character, 
Wolcott is a stylish, clean-cut black 


policeman, whose attitudes are those of a 
superior boy scout. The overwhelming ma- 
jority of the cast are black. At last, you 
might think, a programme aimed at a mass 
audience which recognises the presence of 
black people living in Britain, not just as 
fodder for another ‘serious’ documentary 
on ‘problems’ associated with them’! But 
when you look at the combination of for- 
mat, content and overriding ‘message’ that 
the programme puts out, it is obvious that it 
is an offensive attack against the black com- 
munity in Britain, and the fact that it has 
given employment to some black actors is 
no palliative. 

Look at the characters — there is not one 
who is not assembled out of cliché and 
stereotype: the working class cockney 
villains, the bent copper (nicely balanced by 
a ‘good’ copper or two), a thick Irish detec- 
tive with his heart in the right place, a per- 
sistent female (American) journalist. The 
Afro-Caribbeans (who are the focus and 
butt of the story, and the only group to 
figure as a background community to the 
action) conform to every racist expectation 


that the average white viewers might hold. 
Their young live in a mindless stupor of 
drugs, reggae and violence, (with the occa- 
sional game of cricket to show they do 
sometimes venture out of the hell holes that 
are their night life). To be fair one or two 
old women in fancy hats were also shown 
outside a church. But then as parents they 
are totally unable to control their young, 
the youth leaders are unrealistic about the 
youth they lead, and political activists are 
tied up with crime in any case. The hero is 
no more than a device to present a 
glamorised portrait of what the rule of a 
black policeman could be in a situation 
where black people refuse, refuse and 
refuse again to be recruited into the police 
by all the campaigns launched in their direc- 
tion. This smacks suspiciously of direct, 
though disguised propaganda. Other, lesser 
characters fill out the picture — in- 
scrutable, obviously fabulously wealthy 
homosexual Arab drug boss operating from 
his embassy, pathetic Asians who get 
beaten up and later threatened (by West in- 
dians) into paying protection money. 

So much for the stereotypes — they gain 
power and authority from the American 
style slickery of the production — from the 
glamorised violence, abundant, poetically 


Wolcott, the stylish, clean-cut black policeman. 


shot, and excruciatingly gory. The use of 
very real, very identifiable locations 
(Hackney, to be precise), the pretence at 
dealing with real social situations and pro- 
blems, in a fantasy world, a never-never 


land built out of racist images, is not only to 
distort and trivialise such issues out of all 
connection with social reality; it is to at- 
tack, with malice aforethought, the very 
presence of blacks in Britain. 
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teins 


area round-up 


RACIST VIOLENCE 


ENQUIRY 


On 4 February the Home Secretary ordered an 
enquiry into extremist and racialist organisa- 
tions, following increasing reports of attacks on 
black people. The following day the Home Of- 
fice made it clear that the investigation would 
almost certainly be carried out by their own of- 
ficials and there might not be a published report 
at the end of the enquiry. (Guardian 5,6.2.81.) 


RACIST ATTACKS 


Newspaper reports of racist attacks on people 
and property in late December and January have 
been received from Enfield, Richmond, 
Edgware, Longsight, Sheffield, Teeside, Swin- 
don, East London, Ilford, Wembley, Newham, 
Salford, Preston and South London. Details of 
these and other incidents of racist violence will be 
given in the next months round-up. 


* * * 


PASSPORT CHECKS 


‘‘Asian community leaders in Harrow are renew: 
ing demands to end passport checks by council 
officials which they claim are racialist’’. 
Passport demands now apparently take place 
regularly by various departments, not merely the 
housing departments, which was the object of 
protest some 18 months earlier. (Harrow 
Observer 9.1.81.) 


BLACK PRISONER 


Doctors at Rampton mental hospital, where 
Rastafarian black prisoner Steve Thompson was 
sent from Gartree, say there are no medical 
grounds for his being there (see Searchlight 57 
and 68). Psychiatrists at Gartree who ordered the 
transfer were wrongly told that Steven had 
“engaged in violent conduct’’. However, despite 
this and the further admission by one of the 
psychiatrists at Gartree that ‘‘higher than 
necessary dosages’’ of drugs could have led to 
Thompson suffering some of the sensations he 
did, he is still in Rampton diagnosed as 
schizophrenic. (Guardian 15.1.81.) 


POLICE 


POLICE ARE RACIST 


Camden Community Relations Committee have 
refused to join local training sessions for proba- 
tioner police officers following pressure from the 
staff who said that the police are ‘‘the major in- 
strument of state racism’’. (Hampstead and 
Highgate Express 24.12.80.) 


ASIAN RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN 


The Metropolitan Police have launched a recruit- 
ment campaign in Southall using foreign 
language leaflets to ‘influence’ parents of young 
Asians who are seen as potential recruits. There 
are 109 black police officers out of a total force 
of 23,634 in London. (Belfast Newsletter 
22.12.80.) 


EDUCATION 


ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE UNIT 


Plans for the Government’s Assessment of Per- 
formance Unit to conduct tests on pupils of 
‘Afro-Caribbean origin’ have met with objec- 
tion. The tests are claimed to be vital for the 
Rampton Committee’s investigations, presently 
investigating the education of West Indian 
children. However, West Indian and teachers’ 
organisations have expressed concern both over 


the likely conduct of the tests themselves and the 
possible use of the information collected. (Times 
Educational Supplements 9.1.81. and 16.1.81.) 


DISRUPTIVE UNITS 


A survey to establish the ethnic origins of 
children in units for disruptive children is to be 
carried out by the ILEA. (Times Educational 
Supplement 2.1.81.) 


SCHOOL BARS ‘IMMIGRANTS’ 


The headmaster of St Matthias school, Bethnal 
Green, has ruled that his school will take ‘‘no 
more immigrant children’’ because, he claims, 
there are too many non-English speaking pupils 
in the school. (East London Advertiser 2.1.81.) 


EDUCATION BILL 


An Education Bill on the education of children 
with special needs was given its second reading 
on 1 February (Guardian 2.2.81). The Bill is bas- 
ed on the Government’s White Paper of last 
August and the Warnock Committee’s report on 
special needs in education. Special need in the 
White Paper covers disruptive and educationally 
sub-normal categories. Black organisations have 
for some years protested about the dispropor- 
tionately large numbers of black children put in 
these categories. This new Bill will therefore be 
of concern to black organisations and anti-racists 
in education. 


NATIONALITY 


150 DELEGATES from black, anti-racist and 
left groups assembled in Birmingham for the 
Campaign Against Racist Laws conference on 
January 10. Their main concern was new racist 
legislation in the shape of the Nationality Bill. 
They discussed plans for a lobby of Parliament 
and a march in London on April 5, and decided 
to hold a major London meeting just before the 
demonstration to organise opposition. 

However, the message from the conference 
was clear — maximum campaigning effort to 
KILL THE BILL. 
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reviews 


Brick Lane 1978 — The events and their 
significance: Rev Kenneth Leech. Published 
by AFFOR (All Faiths for One Race), 1 
Finch Road, Birmingham 19, £1 plus p&p. 


Ken Leech has lived and worked in the 
Brick Lane area for more than ten years. 
From 1974-9 he was rector of St. Matthew’s 
Church, Bethnal Green, and was an active 
member of the Tower Hamlets Movement 
against Racism and Fascism and other anti- 
racists movements. He once received a mat- 
chbox containing a bullet along with a 
threat from Column 88 as a result of his 
anti-fascist activities. 

This booklet reflects his knowledge and 
involvement and is well-researched, open- 
ing with a history of the Brick Lane area 
that shows how little racist attitudes have 
changed in the last 80 years. In 1901 the 
then Bishop of Stepney was complaining of 
an alien takeover (the foreign born popula- 
tion constituted 3.5%) and the local MP’s 
were making speeches ‘‘remarkably similar 
to Enoch Powell’’. But the strength of Ken 
Leech’s booklet is his analysis of the events 
of 1978 in which he covers every aspect: the 
events themselves, the role of organised 
racism, the ‘ghetto’ controversy, the CRE 
report, trade unions, local Community 
Relations Councils and the Bengali 
response. 

He is particularly scathing in his com- 
ments on the Commission for Racial 
Equality’s report Brick Lane and Beyond: 
an Inquiry into racial strife and violence in 
Tower Hamlets which he shows to be badly 
researched and inaccurate on a number of 
points. 

Brick Lane 1978 ends on a note of op- 
timism, for what Ken Leech has told us is 
not the story of a cowed minority but, in his 
own words, ‘‘There are close parallels bet- 
ween the radicalising of the Bengali youth 
and the Radical movement of the Jews at 
the turn of the century. The ghetto has pro- 
duced not despair but anger and organised 
revolt. It is in this new spirit that the hope 
for the future lies’’. 


Apartheid Observed by John Hick, publish- 
ed by AFFOR, 60p plus p&p. 


This 16 page pamphlet by the president of 
AFFOR, Rev John Hick, Professor of 
Philosophy at Birmingham University, 
follows his visit to South Africa at the in- 
vitation of one of the universities. In his 
prologue John Hick relates a conversation 
with an elderly white South African on a 
flight from Johannesburg who has just 
returned from a European holiday: ‘‘Meat 
was incredibly expensive in England and it 
was impossible to afford servants there. 
Here you can have one living in a hut in 
your back yard for very little’. I said that 
perhaps this arrangement is more costly 
than it seems but that cost is borne by the 
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black servants and their families. ‘‘Yes’’, he 
replied, ‘‘but they are just savages you 
know’’. 

No wonder John Hicks concludes that he 
found much that profoundly schocked him 
as a result of his visit. Considering the short 
length of this pamphlet he manages to cover 
a lot of ground. 


Namibia: The Facts, £1.50 plus p8p, Inter- 
national Defence and Air Fund for 
Southern Africa, 104 Newgate Street, Lon- 
don EC1A 7AP. 


Following the failue of the recent UN spon- 
sored negotiations on Namibia, the ex- 
German colony illegally occupied by South 
Africa for the last 60 years, a reliable 
background guide such as this publication, 
is very useful. 

The press is best at providing immediate 
news, and is in any case prone to lapses of 
objectivity where South Africa is concern- 
ed. Sometimes these occur in unexpected 
places, such as Colin Legum’s article in the 
Observer of January 11, referring to Dirk 
Mudge, leader of the ‘‘Democratic Tur- 
nhalle Alliance’’, as ‘‘committed to a non- 
racialist society’’. 
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During the elections held by South Africa 
in Namibia in December 1978, South 
African army vehicles carried DTA stickers, 
the government transport fleet was placed 
at the disposal of the DTA, and many peo- 
ple were forced to take out DTA member- 
ship. The Christian Centre in Windhoek 
documented this coercion. The DTA 
receives financial support from South 
Africa and right wings groups in West Ger- 
many. The elections were boycotted by 
SWAPO, the South West Africa People’s 
Organisation, recognised by the United Na- 
tions as representing the people of 
Namibia. 

Dirk Mudge has been promoted as, and 
referred to as, ‘Prime Minister’, in the 
South African sponsored ‘internal settle- 
ment’. This settlement involves a ‘second 
tier’ of government of racially designated 
‘homelands’ which are ‘bantustans’ on the 
South African model in all but name. 

South Africa seems determined not to 
hold internationally supervised free elec- 
tions in Namibia, which most observers 
believe SWAPO would win. The 5 Western 
States of the USA, Britain, France, and 
West Germany, are likely to follow their 
consistent record of vetoing SWAPO’s de- 
mand for economic sanctions against South 
Africa. 
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